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When once thy foot enters the Church, be bare ;

God is more there than thou ; for thou art there

Only by His permission. Then beware,

And make thyself all reverence and fear.

Kneeling ne'er spoiled silk stocking : quit thy state

All equal are within the Church's gate.

Resort to sermons, but to prayers most

;

Praying's the end of preaching.

George Herbert.
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ERRATA.

Page 5, line 7, strike cut "of."

,, 14, ,, 2, for " in the East," read " the East.

,, 18, ,, 21, insert " into."

,, 20, ,, 6 (note), for " Scotch," read " Scott.

,, 51 (Henry Wood), for " 1782," read " 1718."

ADDENDA.
P^ge Ti (Bangham, T. A.) The year of his death was 1873.

,, 77 (Eraser, WiUiam). He died 26th November, 1877, aged 53. In

AUon Churchyard there is a handsome Cross to his memory.

PART I

ERRATA.

Page 24, line 3, for " prescribed," read " presented."

,, 36 (Note to Charles Curtis), strike out line 4 from bottom.

,, 41, line 8 from bottom, for " politic," read " polite."

,, 43, line 19, for " 1840," read " 1880."

ADDENDA.
Page 49. Reynolds, M. M. She died 24th August, 1887, aged 85.

,, 49. Proffilh, Joseph. He died 28th September, 1887, aged 78.

,, 55. Croxall, R. F. He died at Shustoke, 13th January, 1887, aged 67.



INTRODUCTION,

T^HE PARISH OF ALDRIDGE (spelt variously in olden times as

Aldryche, Alderwyche, Alrewyche, Aldriche) consisted of the two

separate Townships of Aldridge and Great Barr. Each Township had

its own Lord of the Manor. The descent of the Manor of Aldridge, as

given in Shaw's History of Staffordshire, is said, in a note to Harwood's

edition of Erdeswicke's Survey ofStaffordshire (1820), not to be altogether

correct as regards the earlier period :
" but the family denominated De

Alrewych were clearly Lords of the Manor for a considerable number of

descents ; and two other main matters are plain among Shaw's state-

ments, viz. : that Alrewich came, not late, in Henry the Sixth's time, to

Sir William Mountford, probably by that second wife (Jana, filia Will'

de Alrewich, given him in Dugdale's Mountford Pedigree, art. Coleshill),

and that Sir Edward Mountford, and Simon his son, 1629, sold the

Manor and Estate to Jordan and Brandreth, which latter released the

next year to Jordan solely, whose descendant, John, in 1761, devised

them to his nephew-in-law, the late Mr. Croxall " (see p. 298). Again

(p. 297): "From the family of Alrewich the Manor passed to Roger

Merton, and then to Sir Robert Stapleton, and afterwards to the family

of Mountford. In 1761 it passed from the family of Jordan, by

marriage, to Edward Croxall, of Shustoke, Esquire, whose son, Edward,

is (1820) the present proprietor." See Notes and Collections, part i,

pp. 17, 18, 22. The right of patronage of the Rectory of Aldridge

appears to have been, for the most part, with the Lords of the Manor,

or families connected with them.

The first presentation by a member of the Scott family is in 1575,

when John Scotte was presented to the Rectory by William Scotte, who
is said, by Shaw, to have purchased the Manor of Great Barr.

I have not succeeded in ascertaining when the Chapel of Great

Barr was first built. The date is not given in any of the local

topographical books. Shaw says, what is also recorded by others,

that it was built by Mrs. Bromwich. The Burial Ground, we know, was

consecrated in 1732. The first mention of Barr Chapel, in the

Episcopal Registers, is at the institution of Henry Wood, in 1692, to

" Aldridge alias Aldrich and the Chapel of Barr." It will be observed

that the " Chapell of Barr " is mentioned in the Inventory of Church



Goods left by the Commissioners on their visit to the Parish, which

was in the year 1552.

The following is a summary of the order of the Queen in Council

for the separation of the Chapelry of Great Barr from Aldridge as a

distinct parish. At the Court at Buckingham Palace, on the first day

of May, 1849. Present : The Queen's most excellent Majesty in

Council :

—

On the representation of the Lord Bishop of Lichfield, and with

the approval of the Archbishop of Canterbury, and by consent of the

patron, Sir Edward Dolman Scott, Bart., and of the then Rector, the

Rev. Henry Harding, it was ordered that the Chapelry, or Township of

Great Barr, shall henceforth be separated from the Rectory and Parish

Church of x\ldridge, and be constituted a separate Parish for

Ecclesiastical purposes, and a perpetual Curacy and Benefice by the

name and style of the perpetual Curacy of Great Barr, of which the

said Church or Chapel in the said Chapelry shall be the Parish Church.

In the scheme for this separation of Great Barr from Aldridge

to which the assent of Her Majesty in Council was given, it was

arranged that all tithe rent-charge, rent of glebe and fees, hitherto paid

by the inhabitants of the Township of Great Barr to the Rector of

Aldridge shall henceforth be paid to the incumbent of Great Barr ; and

it was stated that the clear annual value of the Rectory of Aldridge,

exclusive of what arises from the said Chapelry of Great Barr, and

exclusive of the annual value of the Rectory House and appurtenances,

amounts to the sum of ^627 17s. 2d. or thereabouts, arising from glebe

lands, tithe rent-charges, and surplice fees, as follows, i.e.:—
£ s. d.

Net annual value of glebe, exclusive of Rectory

House, etc. ... ... ... ... ... 80 o o

Net annual value of tithe rent-charge of Aldridge

Township ... ... ... ... ... 545 17 2

Surplice fees, etc. ... ... ... ... ... 200
^627 17 2

* The order in Council speaks of the net annual value of the two benefices as

amounting respectively to £^2"] 17s. 2d. and £']']0 2s. lod. ; but it must be remem-

bered that from these amounts there are heavy deductions for Poor Rate, Highway
Rale, Income Tax, cost of collection of Tithe, and the stipend of a Curate (if any) ;

and that these altogether cause a serious diminution in the income.



And, that the net income derivable from the Chapelry or Township of

Great Barr amounts to the sum of ^770 2s. lod. or thereabouts, arising

from glebe plantations, lands, tithe rent-charges, and surplice fees,

situate and arising from the said Chapelry, i.e.:—
£ s. d.

Net annual value of Glebe in Great Barr ... 6 o o

Net annual value of tithe rent charge in Great

Barr Township ... ... ... ... ... 762 2 10

Surplice fees ... ... ... ... ... 200
*^77o 2 10

It was also ordered :

That the repair of the Chapel at Great Barr, and the expenses

necessary for the maintenance of Divine Worship, shall be provided

exclusively by the inhabitants of that Township or Chapelry, who shall

henceforth be exempt from all rates, or other charges in respect of

the Parish Church of Aldridge.

That the inhabitants of the Township or Chapelry of Great Barr

shall henceforth not be entitled to any accommodation in the Parish

Church of Aldridge, nor the inhabitants of Aldridge to any accommoda-

tion in the Chapel of Great Barr.

That the Rector of Aldridge, for the time being, shall continue to

pay the same amounts of first fruits and yearly tenths as have hitherto

been payable in respect of the said Rectory and Chapelry.

That two Churchwardens should be annually chosen for the Chapelry

of Great Barr, and admitted to their office in the customary manner.

The population of the Parish of Aldridge was shewn, by the census

of 1841, to amount to 1007, and that of Great Barr to 1087.

In 1 88 1 it was stated to be 1889 in Aldridge alone, but as the

census was taken soon after the failure of the Leigh's Wood Colliery

Company, when about 30 cottages were vacant, it was lower than it

would otherwise have been. Probably, at the present time, the popula-

tion is not far short of 2400.

Soon after the separation of Great Barr from Aldridge as a distinct

Parish, a good Parsonage House was built.

* See note at foot of preceding page.





PARISH OF ALDRIDGE.
In the County of Stafford.

THE PARISH CHURCH.

When the Gospel was first introduced into Aldridge,

and when the Parish Church was first built, it is not

easy to say. There are no special records to guide us

in ascertaining one of these facts, and we can only

guess at the second from certain architectural features,

which were discovered when the Church was restored

and enlarged in 1852-3.

In the Lichfield Diocesan Church Calendar, published

annually, the names are given of four Bishops of Mercia,

one of the seven kingdoms into which England was

divided. These are followed by the names of the

Bishops of Lichfield, beginning with S. Chad, A.D. 664,

who may be regarded as the first stationary Bishop of

Lichfield, the Diocese of Lichfield dating from his time,

the preceding Bishops being itinerant Missionary Bishops

throughout the kingdom of Mercia, From the time of

Theodore, A.D. 669-693, the seventh Archbishop in

succession to S. Augustine, a more settled state of things

may be dated. He was the first to organize the Church

into Dioceses. Hitherto Bishops had wandered freely

throughout the land ; henceforth each Bishop was

restricted to the limits of his own Diocese.

In the days of S. Chad, the Bishops of Lichfield

were Bishops of the entire kingdom of Mercia, which

comprised not only what we call the Midland Counties,



but reached from the Humber and Lincolnshire on the

east, to Gloucester and the Wye on the west, and

southwards almost to London. Out of this extensive

Mother Diocese, no less than twelve Dioceses, including

the recent creation of Southwell, have at various times

been formed. S. Chad made Lichfield his head quarters.

Near a well, which still bears his name, at the eastern

end of Stowe Pool, he built a small Church and

Monastery, and from that centre himself journeyed, and

sent out his Priests through the surrounding country,

travelling on foot, on the toilsome work of Evangeliza-

tion. The earliest converts were the king and his chief

followers, and their conversion was followed by that of the

people. Wherever they preached they set up a Cross*

to mark the Station, and on this spot, ordinarily, a church

was subsequently built, and endowed by the Christian

owners of the soil; for, as men became Christians, they

recognised their obligation to bestow a portion of their

goods on those who ministered to their spiritual wants.

In course of time Parish Churches were built, and

resident Clergy provided ; but very few indeed are the

churches to be found with any indications of Anglo-Saxon

architecture remaining, the church of S. Chad at Stafford

being probably the only one in this County which has

traces of the rough masonry of Anglo-Saxon times.

For some time after S. Chad, the Mission Priests, who
wandered through the country, had no sphere of work apart

from the Cathedral which was their home, or some large

central Church ; for new Collegiate Centres on the Cathe-

dral plan were planted in the principal towns, e.g., in our

own parts of the County, those at Stafford, Penkridge,

* Hence, perhaps, our \yord Church.



Wolverhampton and others, and to each of these were

attached Clergy, living on a common fund, and going

out, Sunday after Sunday, and other Holy Days, to

minister to surrounding Chapels, and keeping up the

services in their respective churches, and working among

the inhabitants of the towns in which was their home.

May we not believe that, before the erection of any

church at Aldridge, the means of grace were from

time to time supplied by Clergy resident in one of these

central Collegiate Churches ?

It is difficult to assign the division of the country into

Parishes to any exact period, but it was, probably,

becoming general by the end of the tenth century. As
Christianity extended, and converts increased in number,

it became expedient to have a resident Clergy. The
owners of landed Estates built churches for themselves

and their tenants, and endowed them with a tenth of the

produce of the land, and with glebe, for the maintenance

of their Chaplains. Hence came the patronage of laymen

to ecclesiastical benefices. The great difference in the

extent of Parishes arose from the fact that as the

churches were built for the tenants of the Lord's

manor, the parish would be coextensive with the manor

or township, whether large or small.

Aldridge Church was probably first built towards the

end of the twelfth century, and is said to be dedicated to

S. Mary the Virgin. When the old north aisle was

taken down in 1852, two windows and a door, which had

been bricked up and entirely concealed, were brought to

light, of undoubted "Early English" architecture ; and in

the north wall of the Chancel there were discovered

three plain lancet windows, under one arch, deeply



splayed, the centre light higher than the other two.

This, I think, may have been originally the east Window

of the chancel, for it is unusual to find a window of this

kind on the north side of the chancel, and it gives

sufficient proof that the chancel was of the same period

as the north aisle, and so helps to fix the probable date of

the church. Previous to the enlargement of the south

aisle in 1841, when the Rev. Henry Harding was Rector,

the church consisted of nave, chancel, north and south

Aisles, with Tower at the west end. It is somewhat

remarkable that the original chancel was longer than the

nave, as is clearly shown by the different height of the

roofs externally. The north aisle was longer than the

south aisle. The latter, which, originally, was of only

two bays, was in 1841 entirely rebuilt, together with a

new Porch, and was extended eastward to an equal

length with the north aisle. That aisle was separated

from the nave and western part of the chancel by four

obtuse pointed arches, supported upon octagonal piers

with moulded capitals, only one of which (that which

adjoins the chancel) was ornamented round the capital

with the Early English nail-head moulding. The south

aisle was in like manner separated from the nave,

originally by two arches ; afterwards, when rebuilt in

1 84 1, by four arches, but differing from those on the

north side, both in shape and position. There was no

chancel arch, the Chancel being distinguishable from the

Nave merely by the difference in the height of its roof

Before the alterations made in 1841, the church was

in a somewhat dilapidated condition, and badly arranged,

as were many village churches during the last and in

the earlier part of the present century. The whole of



the floor was covered with high-backed pews of various

heights and sizes ; and the poor, so far as regarded

any special accommodation for them, were almost excluded

from the church. By Mr. Harding's exertions,* these

objectionable pews, so appropriately styled as "sleeping

boxes," were removed, and the church was reseated with

pews, all looking the same way ; so that the attention of

of the congregation was no longer distracted, as heretofore,

by being obliged to kneel, if real kneeling were possible

under such circumstances, in unseemly postures, in all

directions, or to sit and gaze at their opposite neighbours.

But the pews were badly put together, some portions of

the old oak being patched with deal, and the backs of all

being much too high for the general proportions of the

church as well as for the comfort and convenience of the

worshippers. Although some additional accommodation

was gained, still there was but little space assigned to the

poor, for, when the school children were seated, there

were but thirty places for the poor of the parish, and

those of the worst description, in the corners of the

church, or on benches placed at the lower end of the

middle aisle on the cold quarries. Thus, the precept of

the apostle S. James was glaringly disregarded, who bids

us not to have ''respect of persons in the House of God''

or to say to the ''poor man' "stand thou there,'' or "sit

here under my footstool." Even worse were the seats for

the children. The boys were packed closely together in

a galleryt over the north aisle, on benches, without any

* I have failed in my enquiry to find any list of the donations then given towards

the improvements effected in 1841, but I think the whole amount was rather more
than £bQO. Probably no printed account was circulated.

t This Gallery was erected by William Tranter, the Master of the Endowed Boys'

School, for the Children and the Singers.—See Notes and Collections, part i, p. 13.



means of kneeling, out of the sight of the Clergyman

and congregation, with nothing to give them interest or

pleasure in the service, with every inducement to be

careless and behave badly. The girls were placed on

benches under a gallery which reached across the Belfry

Arch, the upper part of which was bricked up, the base

of the tower being used as a Vestry. The seats

were consequently dark, and, at all times, but especially

during the summer months, stifling with the closeness and

heat. Had Mr. Harding been able to remedy these

remaining evils, whilst employed on the improvement of

the church in 1841, he would have been thankful to do it,

but there were at that time many difficulties in the way,

which after years helped in some measure to remove.

The complete Restoration of the church was proposed

in 1852.

Early in that year, at a large meeting of the

Parishioners, it was decided to make application to the

Chancellor of the Diocese for a Faculty to rebuild and

enlarge the north aisle, to remove the gallery which

blocked up the Belfry Arch, together with other internal

improvements to the church. Though a promise was

given that the parish should not be called upon to aid

by any compulsory payment (Church Rates were not

then abolished), but the work done by voluntary

contributions, the proposal was resisted by some few

persons, who opposed the application for the Faculty,

thereby causing trouble and needless expense, for the

Faculty was granted without hesitation by the Chancellor

on the 8th of June, 1852. A serious difficulty presented

itself at the outset respecting the removing of the

western gallery, the occupiers of the two curtained



pews in it imagining that they had a legal claim to them,

and positively refusing to give their consent to the

removal of the gallery, though strongly urged to do so

by Archdeacon Hodson, who inspected the church and

the proposed plans previously to the parish meeting. But

this supposed right was found to be a mistake. An
application was made at the Registry, Lichfield, for a

copy of the Faculty originally authorising the erection

of this gallery, and it was ascertained that, by the very

terms of the Faculty, the then occupiers could not

substantiate their claim, showing how important it is to

investigate any such claims for exclusive right to any

particular part of a parish church, as they will possibly

turn out to be without foundation. This most objection-

able gallery was forthwith removed.

Drawings were made by the late Mr. A. Salvin,

F.S.A., a distinguished architect, to whom had been

entrusted, some few years before, the restoration of the

church at Elford, near Lichfield, so well known for the

care bestowed on the details of the work, for the richness

of its decorations, and its noble monuments. The

execution of these drawings was consigned to the care

of Mr. Highway, builder, of Walsall, of whom the

architect, on the completion of the work, spoke in the

highest terms of praise for the excellence of the work done.

On the First of September, 1852, the Foundation

Stone of the new north aisle was laid, after morning

prayer said in the church. A special Service, drawn

up by the Rector, was used on the spot, and a liberal

collection of offerings then made. The brass plate with

the inscription, instead of being placed, as is usually the

custom, on the top of the Foundation Stone, and then
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covered with another stone, was inserted in that side of

the stone which is towards the interior of the new aisle,

so that the inscription may be read at any time. The

following is the inscription upon the brass plate :

—

" Mine House shall be called an House of Prayer Jor all People."

Isaiah Ivi., vij ; S. Matt, xxi., xiij.

THIS FOUNDATION STONE

OF A NEW AND ENLARGED AISLE

TO THE PARISH CHURCH, ALDRIDGE,

WAS LAID BY

ELIZABETH ANNE SMITH,

WIFE OF THE REV. JEREMIAH FINCH SMITH, M.A.,

RECTOR OF THIS PARISH,

ON THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEMBER, A.D, MDCCCLII.

JOHN LONSDALE, D.D., BISHOP OF LICHFIELD,

JEREMIAH FINCH SMITH, M.A., RECTOR.

ROBERT TAIT 1

\ CHURCHWARDENS.
JAMES BRISCOE >

ANTHONY SALVIN, ARCHITECT.

ISAAC HIGHWAY, BUILDER.

" Glory to God in the Highest., and on Earth peace goodwill towards men.'

S. Luke a., xiv.

It is not easy to conceive anything more hideous and

unchurchlike than the north aisle appeared before its

removal. As has been already said, the original Early

English windows had been blocked up, and light was

procured by two long ugly windows of the domestic

staircase type, whilst the wondrous buttresses, quite

unneeded, which supported the wall externally, were such



as almost defy description. A bad gallery, in which the

school boys sat, extended over half the aisle ; the seats

beneath it were darkened by it ; the circulation of air was

impeded ; the steps which led to it so steep, that the

boys were in danger of falling, and the noise most

distracting.

When the north aisle was taken down, it appeared to

have been covered with a lean-to roof, the old wall plate

being visible below that which supported the later roof

of the aisle, which had gables. In the north wall were

discovered the two windows and the doorway of Early

English character, to which reference has been already

made. The interior of this wall had been cased with

brick-work ; and when this was removed, ornamental

scrolls, of Elizabethan character, were found, coloured on

the plaster of the original wall, bearing the following

texts in black letter :
" Let love be without dissimulation ;

abhor that which is evil ; cleave to that which is good.''

''Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor^

and evil-speaking, be put awayfrom you, with all maliceT
The same sacred words of exhortation, so needful for

the inhabitants of every village, were replaced on the

wall, coloured on plates of zinc. On another scroll was

the Lord's Prayer ; and over the doorway part of the

Apostles' Creed. An ornamental border extended under

the roof from east to west. It was not possible to

remove more than a very small portion of this plaster

without its crumbling to pieces ; but the colours in which

the texts were written—especially the red—had retained

much of their first brightness. The stonework of the

doorway, where required, was fresh chiselled, but for the

most part was in such good preservation that the mark of
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the chisel was as fresh as if the stone had been cut only

a short time before. This is now the doorway of the

Vestry. The windows had been so much damaged by

the rough stones with which they were blocked, that it

w^as impossible to replace them.

In excavating the foundations of the new north aisle,

the ground was discovered to be full of graves, though

not of recent date. It was previously conjectured, both

from the appearance of the surface and also from the

prevalence of a custom in country places not to bury on

the north side of a church, that this part of the church-

yard had not been much disturbed at any time. But not

only had this portion of the ground been used, at one

time or other, for graves, but even under the foundations

of the old north wall were seen the remains of human

bones. These, which had indeed turned to dust, and

were barely distinguishable from the surrounding soil,

must have lain there upwards of six hundred years.

All were carefully collected, and buried again at the

lower end of the churchyard, on the south side, under

the personal superintendence of the Rector, every care

being taken that nothing should be done to disturb

unnecessarily, or treat irreverently, the remains of the

departed.

It was now decided that the chancel should be rebuilt,

whilst the rest of the work was in hand ; and, in order

to keep the proper proportions of the church, should be

extended some few feet eastward, for the new north

aisle reached almost to the same termination as the old

chancel. This work was done at the sole expense of

the Rector, to whom it belongs, by the law of the land,

to keep the chancel in proper repair.
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On taking down the chancel, it was found that the

timbers of the roof, which from the first had been scanty

and weak, were in many places completely rotten, and

crumbled to dust when removed. Here, too, as in the

north aisle, some interesting discoveries were made.

On the south side, a blocked window was found,

apparently of two lights, but the mullions were gone
;

and on the north side, the three plain lancet windows,

mentioned before. There were also traces visible of

the place where the Priest's] door into the Chancel had

formerly been on the south side.* Neither piscina nor

sedilia were found. In the south wall of the chancel,

on the outside, lay a recumbent figure, with the hands

clasped in prayer, much defaced, so that it is not possible

to say positively whether it is that of a layman or an

Ecclesiastic, but probably the former. This figure was

carefully removed, and is now on the inner side of the

south chancel wall, under a depressed arch, this change

of position being effected simply by the alterations

required in rebuilding that wall in a straight line with

the nave, the old chancel having been built crooked. It

may represent the first Founder of the Church, who was

usually buried in this part of the chancel, f

The oldest Parish Register records the burial of many

persons in the chancel. Here several of the Rectors

lie, and many of the Scott family, Patrons of the

Benefice for several generations, some of whom have

*In the engraving of Aldridge Church, which is given in Shaw's History of

Staffordshire, both the window and Priest's door on the south side appear ; so that

they must have been blocked up since the beginning of the present century.

t May not the founder have been Nicholas de Alrewich, mentioned by Erdeswick,

Sutvey of Staffordshire, Harivood's edition, p. 297, who also adds :
" There were in

Alrewich two houses of gentlemen of good account who called themselves Alrewich."



been Rectors of the Parish ; but no memorial of them

was found, except an alabaster marble slab of great

thickness, which was hidden about two feet below the

surface near the place where the altar formerly stood.

In the centre of this slab there is inlaid a piece of

Italian marble bearing the following inscription :

—

H. s. E.

JOHANNES DOLMAN

; RECTOR DE ALDRIDGE

ECCLESIyE LICHFIELDENSIS CANON

ET PRyELECTOR THEOLOGICUS

OBHT 19. NOV. JET. 60.

1746.

This slab is now used as the foot-pace of the Altar.

The only inscription on brass in the chancel was one

in the centre of another marble slab, on the floor, which

fell to pieces on being taken up, the heat of the flue for

warming the church, which passed under it, having injured

the marble. This brass plate is now affixed to the north

chancel wall, and bears the following inscription :

Omnia sub leges mors vocat atra suas

Here . lye . the . bodies . of . William . Scott

:

Of . Great . Barr . Gent . interred . April . the

29 . Ano : Dom : 1644 . and . Elinor . his wife : d-

aughter . of . Tho : Fryth : of . Thorns . Gent

:

She . was . interred . Octob : the . 7 . Ano : Dom :

165 1 . having . issue . two : sons . Tho : and Edw :

& three daughters . Eliza . Mary . and Winifride.

Veniett iterum qui nos in lucem reponat dies.

In the old chancel were four mural Monuments, three of

which have been removed to the north aisle ; the only

one retained in the chancel being that of a former Rector,

John Dolman, whose body the marble slab once covered,

which is now the foot-pace of the Altar.
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The church, as it now is, consists of nave (into which

is now thrown the greater part of the old chancel, the

distinction between them being marked only by the

difference of roof), chancel, north and south aisles,

with tower. The Tower which stands at the west

end of the church is of the later Decorated period. It is

of good design, three stages in height, with buttresses at

the angles, and a battlemented parapet. It has a west

doorway, which, with the two-light window above it, was

carefully restored in 1853.* The north aisle has been

greatly enlarged in width and extended eastward more

than twelve feet, and is lighted by two well-proportioned

windows, each of three lights, with simple flamboyant

tracery, one at the east, and the other at the west end,

and by five windows of two lights, of decorated character,

varied in the tracery, on the north side. Four of these

are now filled with stained glass. The centre window

represents our Lord with Martha and Mary, and that at

the west end His raising the widow's son. It was erected

by Mr. Frank James, in memory of his son Frederick,

who died in 1870. The other two windows contain

angels, with scrolls : one to the memory of Mary Ann
Allport, the giver of the Font, in 1853, and the other the

gift of young women, married or in service, who were

* In Mr. Charles Lynam's recently published work on " The Church Bells of
Staffordshire" a most interesting book, and beautifully illustrated, there is a

description of the Bells, five in number, and a good engraving of the tower. The
bells were cast in 1738 by Messrs. Rudhall, of Gloucester, who, during the eighteenth

century, supplied so many of the Churches in Staffordshire with bells. Aldridge is

one of the few churches in which the Curfew is still rung at eight o'clock in the evening

from Michaelmas to Ladyday. A bell is also rung from the 5th of November to the

Feast of the Purification, at five o'clock in the morning. The origin of this latter

custom is unknown beyond the tradition, so general in such-like cases, that some one
lost his way, in the years long gone by, in the then unenclosed waste land, by which
Aldridge was surrounded, and was guided aright by the sound of Aldridge Church
Bell or Clock !
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educated in Aldridge Girls' School, in the years 1849-69.

In the east window is a copy of a window in the Church

of S. Jean, in Normandy, and was the first window filled

with stained glass, chiefly at the cost of the humbler

inhabitants of the Parish, being the only one so decorated

at the time when the church was re-opened in 1853.

It was executed by Holland, of Warwick. The colours

are good, and the subjects distinctly represented, but too

much space is given to the canopies and pedestals. The

centre light contains the Nativity of our Blessed Lord, and

the two side lights the Adoration of the Shepherds, and of

the Magi, the figures in each turning towards the Infant

Saviour. The tracery above is filled with angels, two of

them with lyres in their hands, the other three bearing

scrolls with the text :

'

' Glory to God in the highest, and on

earth peace, good will towards men." On the centre

pedestal is a Cross, with the text :
" God with us'' ; and on

the side pedestals are two pastoral staffs crossed, and an old

emblem of the Epiphany—the dove and the olive branch,

surmounted by the Star. The readiness with which the

poor laid aside their gifts, during the work of restoration,

for the adornment of that part of the church which was

to be set apart as their own, is an example worthy

of imitation, and well pleasing to Him, for Whose honour,

and in humble gratitude for Whose mercies, the offering

was made. How much more might be done for God's

glory, and the spread of the Gospel in the world, if each

member of the Church did but bear in mind that in works

of piety and charity he ought to take his part, according

to his ability, not leaving to some few, comparatively,

this ministering to the Lord, and would make holy

David's resolution the fixed purpose of his own heart

:
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^^ I will not offer unto the Lord my God of that which doth

cost me 7iothing''

The north aisle has an open timber roof, very massive.

The south aisle has a flat plaster roof, merely crossed

with plain beams,*

The present chancel is raised higher than the nave

by one step, and the Sacrarium by two steps above the

floor of the chancel. In the north wall is a Credence,

under an ogee arch. The chancel is lighted at the

east end by a window of three lights, of beautiful

proportions, the copy of a window in the church of

Castle Ashby, Northamptonshire, and. by two windows,

of two lights each, of similar character, on the south

side. These last were, in the course of a few years,

filled with stained glass, purchased by the offerings of

women at Churchings, which had been reserved for

that purpose, so that every Mother sees her thank

offering for God's mercy to her perpetuated.!

The texts on the Scrolls are :
" / will take the cup

of salvation, and call upon the name of the Lord;'' and

" Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.''

The chancel has good oak stalls for the choir ; there

are two stalls for the officiating Clergy ; that, on the

*When the south aisle was rebuilt in 1841, the work was badly done, and it

is strange that Messrs. Scott and Moffatt, the architects employed, as I am told, should

not have made the new arches correspond with those opposite on the north side of the

old Chancel. They are very unlike. The pillars, too, are not built of stone. The
builder who contracted for the work failed, I believe, before it was completed. In

the place of the leaden roof of the old south aisle, he put zinc ! and, as might be

expected, for the last twenty or thirty years this part of the Church has been constantly

requiring repair.

t This, I think, effectually stopped the mistaken notion, formerly so common
among the poor that it was a payment to the Rector. How often, formerly, was
the question asked by those who came to thank God for His merciful goodness,
" What is to pay? " words too clearly indicating that the idea of an offering to GOD
was quite unrealized !
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south side, which is the Rector's Stall, having over it a

brass plate, with this inscription :

—

THIS CHANCEL

WAS REBUILT AND ENLARGED

BY THE RECTOR OF THE PARISH,

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD MDCCCLIIJ.

^'Blessed are they that dwell in Thy House ; they will be always

praising Thee.^^

A good Litany Desk, of oak, stands in the

entrance to the chancel, and there is a very handsome

oak Lectern, the book board of which is supported by an

eagle. These were the gifts of a former landowner of

the parish, Mr. William Leigh, then resident at Little

Aston Hall. The Litany Desk bears the inscription, in

raised letters, " Petite et accipictis.''* The Pulpit is of the

Jacobean era, having the low relief panelling peculiar to

that period. The floor of the chancel is paved with

Minton's encaustic tiles, those within the sacrarium being

enamelled and of richer colour than the rest. The roof

of the chancel is of the same substantial character as that

of the north aisle, the brackets which support the roof

resting upon stone corbels, carved as heads of appropriate

design.

The seats throughout the church are of stained deal,

all alike, and without doors t ; those in the north aisle

appropriated to the poor of the parish, were, on the

day of the re-opening of the church, supplied with

carpet hassocks for kneeling, so that the poor might join

* " Ask, andye shall have."

t Aldridge Church was, I believe, the first in the Deanery of Walsall to adopt open

seats without doors.
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in the public worship of the Church with the same comfort

and the same aids to reverence as their superiors in

worldly rank ; and these hassocks have, from time to time,

been renewed when required.

But perhaps the greatest improvement of all, so far as

relates to the fabric of the church, and the general effect

of the alterations, has been the cleansing of the pillars and

arches of the nave from the whitewash with which they

were overlaid. This was a work of some difficulty, and

occupied much time, for in addition to the many coats of

whitewash, the pillars had suffered much injury in past

years. The opening of the Belfry Arch also, generally of

beautiful proportions in parish churches, effected a great

change for the better, the west window pouring in its

light through the church. What had been disfigured and

become the darkest and most dismal part of the holy

building, now stands out in those fair proportions in which

skilful hands erected it centuries ago, rich with varied light

and shade. On entering through the west door of the

Tower, the eye rests on the beautiful East Window, and

on the Altar, rightly the central object of attraction in a

church, for thete are received those holy Mysteries, to

partake of which is the highest privilege of a Christian*

his greatest comfort, the pledge and assurance of his

salvation. The lower part of the Tower Arch is crossed

with an open screen of stained deal, the bells being rung

from the ground floor ; and on the inner side of the

south wall of the Tower is placed the recumbent figure

of a Knight, in chain armour, somewhat defaced, which

has been removed hither from the churchyard, having

been turned out of the Church some years ago. It is

said by Shaw, in his " History of Staffordshire," to be
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the monument of Robert Stapelton, one of the Crusaders.*

At the west end of the nave, near to the Screen,

before mentioned, is a new Font, of very beautiful

design and exquisite workmanship, according in its style

with the decorated architecture of the church. f It is an

octagon, having an ogee outline, with the ornamental

work of the several panels deeply cut, and finished with

a bold moulding, including a border of grapes and vine

leaves, with sculptured heads at the angles. In a panel

nearest the nave is an inscription in red letters, which

reads as follows :

—

IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF

BELOVED PARENTS

THIS FONT
WAS GIVEN FOR THE SERVICE OF

ALMIGHTY GOD
IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF

ALDRIDGE

A.D. MDCCCLIIJ.

On the upper rim of the Font is this text :
" Except

a ?nan be bom of water mid of the Spirit, he cannot enter

the Kingdom of God."

* " About Henry the Third's time it [Aldridge] was the seat of Robert Stapelton,

where in the Church is a fair cross-legged monument of the said Robert Stapelton ;

and also one of Nicholas de Alrewich." Vol. ij., p. 98.

This is quoted from Harwood's edition of Erderwick's Survey of Staffordshire,

p. 297.

t In 1849, there was only a poor miserable excuse for a Font -a slender stone

column, with a basin in the hollow at the top of it. Remnants of the ancient Font,

of ample dimensions, and coeval with the Church, were said to be in the garden of one

of the farm houses. Fragments of some of the original stone work of the Church,

probably thrown aside when the south aisle was rebuilt, were, in 1849, to be seen in

several places.

The Font has, I fear, received some slight damage from the Christmas and

Easter decorations. It is of Caen ston^, beautifully carved and ornamented, and

admits of being easily injured. Such specimens of elaborate workmanship as the

Font in Aldridge Church are, perhaps, best left undecorated. Evergreens and flowers

are apt to slain, and the fine edges of the stone are soon chipped.
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Near to the Font is the Alms-box, with an illuminated

scroll and text :
" Blessed is the man that provideth for the

sick and needy : the L ord shall deliver hi7n in the time

of trouble.^''

The Church was re-opened on the 2nd June, 1853, the

day being observed as a general holiday. The inhabitants

gathered their friends around them, many connected with

the parish by ties of one kind or another, coming from a

distance to join in the holy Festivities.

The Bishop of Lichfield, Dr. John Lonsdale, kindly

consented to be present at the re-opening, and at the

same time to administer the holy Apostolic Rite of

Confirmation to any young persons in the Parish desirous

and prepared to receive it. More than 40 were then

confirmed.* The Bishop preached in the morning

congratulating the Parishioners on the great improvement

effected in their church, and calling on the Laity with

that affectionate earnestness for which his addresses were

always remarkable, to aid the Clergy in their efforts to

promote the glory of God, and the salvation of immortal

souls. There were about 45 Clergy present, including the

Archdeacon of Stafford, the Rural Dean of Walsall, and

the former Rector of the parish. The church was filled

to overflowing with an attentive and reverent congrega-

tion. In the evening the preacher was the Rev. William

Gresley, Prebendary of Lichfield Cathedral, his subject

being ''Holy Worships The sermon was afterwards

*This was the first Confirmation ever held in the Parish. Previously the

Candidates were taken to Walsall as a centre for adjoining Parishes ; an arrangement

inconvenient, and in many respects very objectionable. I do not know of

anything which has of recent years been more productive of good, than the frequent

recurrence of Confirmations held in the Church of the Parish where the Candidates

live, in the presence of their Parents, their Sponsors, and their neighbours. For this

great improvement the Diocese was first indebted to the self-denying labours of the

late Bishop Selwyn.
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printed and circulated among the parishioners, together

with some account of the restoration of the church,

drawn up by the Rector of the Parish, from which

portions of this narrative have been taken. The offerings

at the morning Service amounted to ^79 12s. id., and

at the evening to ^20 os. i id., making, with the offertory

on the Sunday following, a total of ^115 17s. lod. At

the close of these Festival days, the whole amount

required for this restoration and enlargement of the

church had been received. There was no debt, and

consequently no need to have recourse to a Bazaar

or any such like questionable method of raising the

amount deficient for so holy an object. After the

morning Service a public luncheon was served in

one of the glebe fields near the church, at which

upwards of one hundred and seventy persons were

present, including all the workmen who had been

employed on the church. The chair was taken by the

late Sir Francis Edward Scott, Bart., of Barr Hall, the

representative of the family of that name, long con-

nected with the Parish and Church of Aldridge.*

*Sir Francis E. Scott, Bart., was the eldest son of Sir Edward Dolman Scott,

Bart., by his wife Catharine Juliana, eldest daughter and co-heir of Sir Hugh
Bateman, Bart., of Hartington Hall, Derbyshire, and was born in 1824. He united

in himself two Baronetcies, deriving one at his birth as the heir of his maternal grand-

father. He was M.A., of Christ Church, Oxford, having taken classical honours at

his examination for his B.A. degree in 1845, and succeeded his father in the Scotch |

Baronetcy in 185 1. In 1854 he married Mildred Anne, eldest daughter of Sir William

E. Hartopp, Bart., of Four Oaks Park, near Sutton Coldfield, and left issue two sons

and three daughters, dying, after a long illness, at St. Leonard's on Sea, at the age of

39, on the 2ist of November, 1864. He is buried at Great Barr Church. Sir

Francis Scott was a student and lover of art, and had passed much of his early life in

Italy, cultivating his natural taste for all that is beautiful in that land of art treasures,

and qualifying himself for some of the offices which he was afterwards called upon to

fill, being deeply impressed with the necessity of art education. He was an active

member of the Council of the Arundel Society, one of the earliest promoters of the

Midland Institute, of which he was at one time President, and took a leading part

when the effort was made to secure Aston Hall and a portion of the Park, for the use
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Since the year 1853, several valuable gifts have been

made to the church, among them the Memorial Window
in the south aisle to Mr. and Mrs. Adams, of Aldridge

Lodge ; the Corona for lighting the chancel ; the Altar

candlesticks ; the hassocks for kneeling at the Font ; and,

on two separate occasions, some beautifully embroidered

book marks for the Holy Bible and for the Prayer Books.

Not the least interesting of the gifts are the two windows

on the south side of the chancel, already referred to.

An organ was erected by subscription in the year 1859,

In 1865, a new Altar cloth of crimson velvet, richly

embroidered, was presented by twenty-five of the female

Communicants; and the Belfry window filled with stained

glass as a memorial to the late William and Hannah

Allport, the subjects represented being the entombment

and resurrection of our Blessed Lord. In 1866 it was

proposed to place stained glass in the east window of

the Chancel, and so heartily was the proposal taken up

by the parishioners and others connected with the parish,

of the town of Birmingham. He fitted up the room now called " Sir Francis Scott's

Room " at his sole expense, enriching it with a complete collection of the Arundel

Society's publications, copies of ancient works of art, and casts, the whole being

arranged under his superintendence, and in accordance with his instructions. No
object connected with the advancement of art ever failed to secure his sympathy and

active co-operation.

There is an interesting notice of him in the obituary of the Gentleman^s Magazine
of January, 1864, which ends with the following testimony to his private character <»-™'

" Even those who knew him but slightly could not fail to recognise in him a type of

the best Englishman,—in all outdoor sports active, energetic, and skilled, but in no
sense of the word a mere sportsman. True, upright, and honourable, no word of his

required anyone to certify it ; no deed of his could reflect shame upon the doer-

Open-hearted and liberal, ready to help, quick to praise, a noble adversary. Sir Francis

Scott has left to his young children the glorious inheritance of a good and an unsullied

name." He was a liberal donor to the restoration of Aldridge Church, in 1852, and
ready to assist in any object, which, as Rector of the parish, I brought under his notice.

The elder of his sons, Edward William Dolman Scott, died at Eton College,

in 1871, at the early age of 16 ; and the younger, Arthur Douglas Scott, died at Barr

Hall, in March, 1884, much regretted, aged 23. Sir Francis Scott's only brother,

Edward Dolman Scott, is the present Baronet.
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to put in two more windows, viz., those in the middle of

the south and north aisles. That on the north aisle has

already been described, the other has the figure of our

Saviour walking on the sea, and of St. Peter sinking in

the waves. The scene represented in the east window

of the chancel is the Crucifixion of our Blessed Lord,

the Saviour of the World. In the centre light, Christ is

represented hanging on the Cross, at the foot of which

is the Magdalene kneeling ; and in the two side lights

are the figures of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and S. John

the beloved disciple, the witnesses of our Lord's last

suffering and death. The Virgin stands in an attitude of

the deepest sorrow ; S. John holds in his hands, the Book

of the Gospel. In the background are the walls and

towers of Jerusalem. The window is very beautiful and

devotional, and will bear the closest criticism with reference

to the general effects and the minutest detail.

In 1874, a new holy Table of massive oak, the gift

of one connected with the parish, was placed in the

Sacrarium, and a new richly embroidered crimson velvet

cloth provided for it ; the gift of sixty-five of the Female

Communicants. In 1881 the church was lighted with

gas, as a memorial by his sons to Mr. Edward Tongue,

who was baptized in the church, a very regular and

devout worshipper there, and buried in the church-

yard in 1879, having reached the age of 89 years. The

work was well done ; the brass work is elegant and

ornamental, and in keeping with the main features of the

architecture, whilst the light, which is excellent, is very

generally diffused throughout the church. Lastly, in

the autumn of 1885, a memorial window was placed, by
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—

being the twelfth erected since the restoration and

enlargement of the church in 1853—to the memory of

Mr. Tongue and his son, captain Vincent Tongue, the

latter of whom died in 1883.* The subject is ''the

Faithful Steward.'' It is the work of Messrs. Hardman,

of Birmingham, and is much admired for the correctness

of the drawing—for which all their earlier windows are not

distinguished—and for the richness of the colours. The

east window of the chancel, and all the windows in the

north aisle were executed by Messrs. Ward and Hughes,

of London. The Belfry window is by Messrs. Hardman,

of Birmingham.

There was a time, now happily passed away, when

men were found to ask, " Why all this careful decoration

of the House of God ?
" The question could not be

better answered than in words extracted from Mr.

Gresley's admirable Sermon, preached at the re-opening

of the church in 1853 :

—

" There should be no lack of expense in the ornamental work ; rich

carving both in the stone and woodwork, windows painted with holy

subjects, or the figures of holy men, so as to arrest the eye, have always

been considered as fitting decorations of God's House ; and every

portion of the fittings ought to receive close and elaborate attention.

" But oiwhat use, says the utilitarian, is all this care and expenditure.

We might ask, in return, of what use is it to have handsome furniture in

our dwelling homes ? A plain deal chair and a table are of as vnich use

as the most elaborate and expensive which can be devised. It is surely

no proof of a holy disposition to fill our own houses with every luxury

we can procure, and furnish the House of God as cheaply as possible.

But we do not fear to give the utilitarian a more direct answer. Elabor-

ate care in the structure and decoration of God's House is of very great

use. If it inspires the mind, as it surely does, with religious feeling—if

*For further notices of them see Notes and Collections, part i, pp. 43 and 72.
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^^
it inspires a holy awe—makes us voluntarily suppress the irreverent speech,

or check the wandering thought—surely it is of use, the greatest use.

If it gives the impression that religion is a thing of importance, for which

we ought to be prepared to make sacrifices, it is of use. This is an

argument which the present generation well understands, when things

are chiefly estimated by their cost. Even those who do not themselves

value religion see that others value it, and they are disposed, at least to

respect it."

The many handsome churches which have been built

in our own neighbourhood since these words were first

spoken, amply illustrate their truth. And with regard to

windows filled with painted glass, besides the embellish-

ment of the House of God, how much is to be learnt

from them ! What subjects for holy meditation do they

at once supply, as we enter within the holy walls ! They
are sermons which never weary, and never fail to teach

and comfort.

"The storied windows, richly dight.

Casting a dim, religious light,"

impart to the interior of the church much of that

peculiarly holy and solemn aspect, which may almost be

considered as a test of the excellence of ecclesiastical

architecture. A church should never have the glare of

a town hall or a manufactory. A church fails of one of

its noblest objects if it does not impress the mind with

those feelings of reverence and devotion which ought

ever to be excited on entering a building dedicated to the

service and glory of God.

Such is now the Parish Church of Aldridge, and it is a

good specimen of what a village church ought to be,

with one exception, viz., that all the seats, or speaking

more correctly, all the kneelings ought to be unappro-

priated. The parish church is for all ranks of the
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parishioners. Everyone should feel that he has a perfect

right to kneel in any place which he sees to be unoccupied,

when he enters the House of God. It is sad to think

what disputes have, from time to time, arisen about the

imaginary right to a particular pew, what jealousies and

quarrelling, carried on often for many years, and what

injury done to the souls of men, who for such miserable

excuses as an unwillingness to kneel in any but one

particular place, have absented themselves from the

House of God, and deprived themselves of the Means

of Grace there provided for them. The rules laid down

in the Prayer Book are carefully observed in the arrange-

ment of the public worship, and the services are conducted

with due reverence and devotion. Day by day Prayer

and Praise have been offered up to Almighty God for

well nigh forty years past.

The Parish Church ! How many thoughts crowd into

the mind at these two simple words ? What a chord of

deepest feeling do they strike in every heart that is not

dead to holy impressions, and given to this sordid world ?

To say nothing of the individual interest which so many

of the present inhabitants of the parish have in it, as the

place where they were first taken into covenant with

God, and born again of water and of the Spirit ; where

they were taught lessons of faith and holiness from the

Word of God, and from the lips of His appointed

Ministers ; where they lifted up their voices, from the

days of innocent and happy childhood, in prayer and

praise ; where they publicly renewed their baptismal vows,

and were strengthened by the Holy Spirit of God to keep

them ; where they first received, in Holy Communion,

the precious food of Christ's Body and Blood ; where, it
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may be, some were united in holy Matrimony : where

others have knelt and paid their vows, with humble

thankfulness for His mercy Who saved them in the hour

of sickness and of peril ; where almost all have, at one

time or another, seen laid in their last resting-place, with

words of hope and thanksgiving, the loved and sacred

remains of those nearest and dearest to them, once the

Temples of the Holy Ghost ; and where they know, and

often think of it, that one day—how soon they know not

—

their own bodies shall be placed in its hallowed ground,

there to await the Angel's trumpet, which shall call the

dead to life again, and all, both living and dead, to the

Judgment Seat of God ;—to say nothing of all this,

think how many hundred souls from generation to

generation have prayed to Almighty God here, have

joined in His solemn service, have heard His Divine

Word, have received His Sacraments, have been warned,

and comforted, and converted within these walls, which

pious men of old erected. Think how many hundreds

have, we may hope, been saved, humanly speaking, by

their means, who first built it, and will stand up by their

side, in the Day of Judgment, to plead as it were before

the Great Judge for them, as witnesses of what has been

done by their means ! The very walls which they built

find a voice and speak ! And to how many solemn

thoughts have these walls ministered, both within and

without ! And the Tower daily pointing to Heaven,

and the sound of the Bells, which reminds us, above the

tumult of this world, of God's House, and of that

Eternal Home, of which it is the Gate ;
these have a

kind of voice by which they that are dead speak, and

call to us that are alive, reminding us every day we live

of God and Heaven.







COPY OF THE SERVICE USED

AT THE LAYING OF THE

Jfcuniiaticn ^tont of tt ^^It) llortit Jliak

TO

THE PARISH CHURCH, ALDRIDGE,

On WEDNESDAY, the 1st of SEPTEMBER, 1852.

" T/ie God of Heaven He will prosper us ; therefore we, His servants,

tvill arise and build"—Nehemiah ij., 20.
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THE ORDER OF SERVICE.

If On arriving at the site the j/iinister shall say,

"PvEARLY beloved in the Lord, let us faithfully

and devoutly pray for the blessing of Almighty

God on this our undertaking.

PREVENT us, O Lord, in all our doings with Thy most gracious

favour, and further us with Thy continual help, that in all our

works begun, continued, and ended in Thee, we may glorify Thy holy

name, and finally by Thy mercy obtain everlasting life ; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

(~\ GREAT and glorious God, whom the Heaven of Heavens cannot

contain, blessed be Thy holy name, for that it hath pleased Thee

to make Thy habitation among the sons of men, and to dwell in the

assemblages of Thy Saints upon earth. Let Thine eyes, we pray Thee,

be upon this place continually, to prosper and bless the work of our

hands. Vouchsafe to be present with us who are here gathered together

with humility and readiness of heart, to lay this foundation stone : and

grant that this building may be found by us Thy servants, and by those

that shall come after us, to be indeed the House of God and the Gate

of Heaven ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

r\ ALMIGHTY God, who hast built Thy Church upon the foundation

of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the

chief corner-stone : grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit

by their doctrine, that we may be made an holy temple acceptable unto

Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen,
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IT Then shall be sung the Psalm.

PSALM CXXll.—Latatus sum.

T WAS glad when they said unto me : we will go into the house of

the Lord.

2. Our feet shall stand in thy gates : O Jerusalem.

3. Jerusalem is built as a city : that is at unity in itself.

4. For thither the tribes go up, even the tribes of the Lord : to

testify unto Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord.

5. For there is the seat of judgment : even the seat of the

house of David.

6. O pray for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper

that love Thee.

7. Peace be within thy walls : and plenteousness within thy

palaces.

8. For my brethren and companions' sakes : I will wish thee

prosperity.

9. Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God : I will seek

to do thee good.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world

without end. Amen.

Priest.—Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Answer.— Christ, have mercy upon us.

Priest.—Lord, have mercy upon us.

II Then the Piiest, Choristers^ and People shall say the Lord's Prayer.

/^UR Father, which art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy Name ; Thy

kingdom come ; Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven :

Give us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us our tresspasses, as we

forgive them that trespass against us ; And lead us not into temptation.

But deliver us from evil : For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the

glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

H Then the lime being prepared, and all things ready, the Inscription on the Brass

Plate shall be read; after which the Silver Trowel shall be presented by the

Builder to theperson appointed to lay the Stone, who shallproceed to do so, saying.

In the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, we place this Foundation

Stone, to the glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the

Holy Ghost. Amen.



3^

H Then shall the Priest say.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

Answer.— Who hath made Heaven and Earth.

Priest.—O Lord, hear our prayer,

Ans7uer.—And let our cry come unto Thee.

A LMIGHTY God, Who through Thine only Begotten Son hast

overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life
;

we humbly beseech Thee, that as by Thy special grace preventing us

Thou dost put into our minds good desires, so by Thy continual help,

we may bring the same to good effect ; through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God,

world without end. Amen.

r^ RANT, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, that they who shall be

employed in the work of building this portion of Thy House of

Prayer, may ever remember the holiness of the work which is entrusted

to their hands ; and may so labour day by day as having Thee the

constant witness of their thoughts, and words, and actions. Defend

them, we pray Thee, alike from all adversities which may happen to the

body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul

;

and, when the work of this life is ended, grant them to inherit Thine

everlasting kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Priest.—Praise ye the Lord.

Answer.—The Lord's Name be praised.

IT Then shall be sung this Psalm.

PSALM 1.-KXX1Y.—Quam dilecta!

r\ HOW amiable are Thy dwellings : Thou Lord of Hosts !

2. My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts

of the Lord : my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

3. Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow

a nest, where she may lay her young : even Thy Altars, O Lord of

Hosts, my King and my God.

4. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house : they will be alway

praising Thee.

5. Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee : in whose

heart are Thy ways.

6. Who going through the vale of misery, use it for a well

:

and the pools are filled with water,

7. They will go from strength to strength : and unto the God
,of ^ods appeareth every one of them in Sion.
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8. O Lord God of Hosts, hear my prayer : hearken, O God
of Jacob.

9. Behold, O God, our Defender : and look upon the face of

Thine Anointed.

10. For one day in Thy courts : is better than a thousand.

11. I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God:
than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness.

12. For the Lord God is a light and defence: the Lord will

give grace and worship ; and no good thing shall he withhold from them

that live a godly life.

13. O Lord God of Hosts: blessed is the man that putteth

his trust in Thee.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost

;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world

without end. Amen.

IT Then shall be stmg this Hymn following.

Lord ! dismiss us with Thy blessing.

Fill our hearts with joy and peace

;

Let us each, Thy love possessing,

Triumph in redeeming grace :

O refresh us.

Travelling through this wilderness.

Thanks we give and adoration,

For the Gospel's joyful sound
;

May the fruits of Thy salvation,

In our hearts and lives abound :

Ever faithful

To the truth may we be found.

So, whene'er the signal's given

Us from earth to call away.

Borne on angels' wings to heaven.

Glad the summons to obey.

May we ever

Reign with Christ in endless day.

U Then shall the Priest say.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and

the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Aitien,
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Donations towar&s tbe Bnlaroement anb IRestoration

of tbe Cburcb, 1852=^3.

The New Stone Font.
Anonymous, Aldridge
Anonymous, Aldridge
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous, Aldridge
Anonymous, Aldridge
Anonymous, Aldridge
Anderton, Miss
Anderton, Miss Anne
Arrowsmith, Mr., Aldridge .

.

Atherton, Miss
Bower, George, Esq
Bousquet, Mrs., Aldridge .

.

Bousquet, Mrs., Aldridge
The Reredos, with Creed,
Lord's Prayer, and Com-
mandments.

Bradburn. Rev. T
Brawn, Messrs. G. and J.,

Aldridge
Briscoe, Mr., Churchwarden,
Aldridge

Broadbent, Mr. and Mrs
Carroll, Rev. F., Curate
Carroll, Mrs. ..New Prayer
Book for the Reading
Desk.

Cooper, Francis, Esq
Cranswick, Miss

£ s.d.

50

Croydon, Mr., Aldridge ....
Croxall, Mrs
Dendy, Rev.A., late Curate
Dilke, Captain, R.N
Eghngton, Mr., Aldridge
Eglington, Mr., Aldridge
Ellis, Mr., Charles
Foley, The Lady Emily
Gosling, Frederick, Esq
Gregson, Rev. John
Guest, John, Esq
Harding, Rev. H., late Rector
Heron, Rev. George
Highway, Messrs. T. and C.
Highway, Mr. I. (balance of

Accounts)
Holme, Miss
Hodgetts, Mr. William.

.

....
Ingleby, Clement, Esq
Ingleby, C. M., Esq
Ingleby, Joseph, Esq
Jackson, Mr., Aldridge

o o

o o

o o
o o

3 o

Jackson, Mr. A i

Jervis, The Honorable E. S. . . 50
Jervis, "W. M., Esq i

Jones, Mrs i

Joynson, W., Esq 2

Keigwin, Rev. J. P i

Kennedy, Mrs. and Mrs 2

Lea, Mr. Isaac 5

Leigh, The Lord 5

McPherson, Rev. C. G., late

Curate 10

Mellor, Mr. John 2

Menzies, Rev. F i

Minton, Herbert, Esq 5
Noel, Mrs 5

Phillips, Miss M. A i

Profitt, Mr. Joseph, Aldridge 5
Profitt, Mr. J. D., Aldridge. . 3
Reddall, John Esq 10

Scott, Sir Francis E., Bart. . , 100
Scott, Edward D., Esq 20
Scott, Rev. W. H 20
Simpson, The Misses 5

Simpson, C. T., Esq i

Smith, Rev. Dr 50
Smith, Rev. W. A 3
Smith, Rev. I. Gregory .... 10
Smith, Rev. I. Gregory. .New
Book of the Occasional
Offices.

Smith, James H., Esq 50
Smith, John George, Esq. . . 10
Smith, Rev. J. Finch, Rector 250
Smith, Miss 10
Smith, Miss M., Aldridge . . i

Strongitharm, Mr 4
Tait, Mr., Churchwarden,
Aldridge 3

Tweed, G. T., Esq 2

Underbill, Miss i

Wakeman, Mr. J 2

Wells, Miss, Aldridge i

Whitelegge, Rev. W 2

Woodhall, Mrs., Aldridge . . i

Wragge, G. P., Esq 5
Wylde, Rev. John i

Sums of loj. and under,
Aldridge (from upwards of
200 Donors) 26

Total 1036

In addition to the work above specified, the Chancel was rebuilt and enlarged,
at the cost of the Rector of the Parish.
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Donations for tbe ©rcjan, 1859.

Adams, Rev. T. B., Aldridgc

Lodge
Arblaster, Mr
Allen, Anthoney
Allport, Miss
Briscoe, Mr. James
Bute, Miss E
Bullwant, M
Butler, Miss
Cooper, Mr. Francis ...

Cooke, Mr. W. H
Charlton, Mr. W
Cooper, John
Crumpton, Mr. F.

Corbett, T

Dorsett, Mr. W. S
Dilke, Mr. C. F
Done, Joseph ...

Eglington, Mr. W. M.
Elliot, Mr
Foley, The Lady Emily
Fletcher, Joseph
Hart, Mrs
Homer, E
Handford, A
Haughton, Mr. W
Ingleby, Mr. Clement
Insley, John
Jackson, Mr. E.

Joberns & Arrowsmith, Messrs.

[enner. Rev. C. H., Curate...

jervis. The Hon. E. S.

Lea, Mr. Isaac

L s. d.

o 5
O 2

10

2 2

1 O
O lO

O 5
o 5
O 2

lO o
O lO

O 2

lO O
O lO

O lO

5 o

Lowe, Rev. H. E i

Marlow, Mr. T. 2
Masgreave, Mr. ... ... o
Mills, Mr. George 2

Oakes, M o
Proffitt, Mr. Joseph 5

Palmer, M o
Proffitt, Mr J. D., Church-
warden ... ... ... 2

Proffitt, Mr. John, junr.

Picken, Mrs
Robinson, Joseph
Reynolds, Mr. Jcseph
Scott, Sir F. E., Bart.

Smith, Mrs., Brewood
Smith, Rev. J. Finch, Rector
Smith, M-iss,' Brewood ... i

Smith, Joseph B. , Parish Clerk o
Sibley, Miss M. A o
Stokes, Mrs. ...

Strongitharm, Mr. E.
Smith, J.
Smith, R.

Towers, Joseph
Tandy, G.
Wootten, Joseph
Wakeman, Mr. J.
Whitehouse, Mr.
Webster, A. ...

5
1 o
o 10

r o

5 o

5 o

Total ... £102 5 o

Statement of accounts relating to tbe ©r^an.

Receipts.

£
Donations ... 102

Collected at the Opening of

the Organ ... ... ... 19

Anonymous ... ... ... 2

^124

Payments.

Mr. Eagles for the Organ
Carpenter's Work
New Seat

Printing, Postage, &c.

£ s. d.

[20 O O
I 2 O200
r o 6

;^I24
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2)onations for tbe Statnet) (Blass Min&ows, 1865*7.
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/IDonumental inscriptions in tbe Cburcb.

On the north wall of the chancel is a large marble monument, the

only one now in the chancel, with this inscription :

—

Near this place lies buried the body of the

Rev. JOHN DOLMAN, M.A., Rector of Aldridge,

Prebendary and Divinity Lecturer of the Cathedral

Church of Lichfield, who died Nov. 19, 1746,

Aged 60 years.

He was diligent and exemplary in the

duties of his function,

a most affectionate husband, tender parent,

and sincere friend.

He married Margaret, the eldest daughter and

co-heiress of William Bendy, Esq.,

of Shutt-end, by Margaret his wife, only

daughter of John Hoo, Gei^t.,

of Bradley Hall, in this county, by whom he left two

surviving children—viz., William and Mary.

WILLIAM DOLMAN, B.A., a young man of great

piety and prudence, sobriety and virtue,

departed this life the 21st day of July, 1748, in the

22nd year of his age.

His body was buried by that of his father.

Under the choir stalls, on the south side, is a stone slab, inscribed

thus :

—

CHARLES HENRY,
infant son of

the Rev. Henry Harding, A.M.,

Rector,

Died the 29th of December,

1835.

In a vault adjoining this stone are

deposited the remains

of

THOMAS COOPER SMALLWOOD,
Who died May- 14th, 1794.

Also

of ANN, Relict of the above,

Who departed this life July loth, 1831,

Aged 84.

See Notes and Collections, part 1., p. 52.
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Under the choir stalls on the north side :

—

Here lyeth ye body

of JOHN SCOTT, of ye

New House in Great

Barr, Gent., who
departed this life

Nov. ye 4th, 1727,

Aged 87 years.

Also the body of

ANN, his wife, who
dyed May the 22nd,

1723.

On the wall adjoining the chancel, near to the door of the vestry, is a

brass plate, with the following curious inscription :

—

Mors omnibus communis. v

Here lieth the Body of Edmund
Harrison, sonne of John Harrison,

of this Towne, who departed this

liffe September the 2nd, Anno Dom. : 1665.

His Grieving Father hath erected

this Monument for him which

Hee intended for his said Father

if Providence had allowed him

the longer life.

See Notes and Collections, part I., pp. 18, 19.

On the north wall of the north aisle is a handsome mural monument,

thus inscribed :

—

H. M. S.

Memori^ KATHARINE
SAMUELIS LEIGH, Generosi,

Uxoris nuperrimae,

Thomae Grove, de Rowley Regis, in

hoc comitatu generosi, filiae,

pictate insignis,

viro dilectissimse, omnibus desideratissimse,

conjux msestissimus posuit,

Obiit octavo die Junii,

Anno Dom. 171 1. >

At the head of this monument are the arms of Lacy and Scott.

Sacred to the memory of

THOMAS LACY, and of ELEANOR, his wife.

He was son of John Lacy, gent., of the Lane House,

in the Parish of Pakenham, and County of Worcester,

by Margaret his wife, daughter of Tho.* Dickins, Esq.,

of Bobington, in the County of Stafford.
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She was the only daughter and heir of

Edward Scott, brother and heir of

Thomas Scott, gent., lord of the Manor of Great Barr,

and one of the patrons of this church.

(A family of known antiquity as well as honesty.)

They had issue two sons, and as many daughters—viz.,

William Scott, Thomas, Frances, and Mary,

of which

William Scott died at Cambridge in the year 1702,

being then a student in Gonvil and Caius College,

aged 19 years,

and was buried there in St. Michael's Church.

Mary died in the tenth year of her age,

and is buried here among her mother's ancestors.

Thomas, their

father, I departed this In, I in the I 1703.

Eleanor, their j life May
j 30, j

year
J

1705.

mother J

He
She

This monument
as a testimonial of their pious affections

to such deserving and indulgent parents,

was erected by

Thomas and Frances,

their only surviving children.

II, I in the I

30, j
year j

} ^g^^
I 41! }

^^^^^'

In memory of

JOHN SCOTT, of Great Barr,

in the County of Stafford, gent.,

and ELEANOR, his wife, daughter

of Thomas Jordan, of this place, gent.,

by whom he had issue one son WiUiam
who married Mary, daughter of Thomas

Whitby, Esq. : and five daughters, three of

which only survived him :

Eleanor, married to Edward Croxall, Esq.,

Frances to Miller Sadler, Esq.,

and Elizabeth to Edmund Cradock, gent.

He departed this life

4th day of March, 1755,

aged 70.

She died August 13, 1765,

in the 85th year

of her age.

Underneath are the arms of Scott and Jordan.

On a tablet at the east end of the aisle :

—

Mr.

Walter Day
departed this

life Sept. ye 17th, 1754,

aged 63 years.
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At the west end of the church near the chancel arch

Sacred

to the memory of

JOHN WAKEMAN, gent.,

departed this life

25th November, 181 1,

aged 59.

See Notes and Collections, part I., p. 53.

Near to this is a brass plate, explanatory of the west window in the

tower :

To the glory of God, and

in pious remembrance of

WILLIAM and HANNAH ALLPORT,
this window was erected

by their only Daughter in

the year of our Redeemer

MDCCCLXIV.
William Allport departed this life

4th Oct., 1839, aged 87 years.

Hannah Allport departed this life

1 2th Jan., 1842, aged 82 years.

See Notes and Collections, part I., pp. 18, 19.

In the north aisle is a marble tablet, with the following inscriptions

To the memory of

the Reverend EDWARD TONGUE, 50 years Curate

of this Parish,

who died May, 1782.

He married Dorothy Wood, daughter of

the Rev. Henry Wood, Rector of this Parish 26 years.

He died September, 1 7 18.

Also of

EDWARD TONGUE,
Son of the Rev. Edward Tongue, and Dorothy his wife,

Who died December 4th, 1803, aged 67 years.

He married Deborah Cox.

She died March 21st, 18 19, aged 66 years.

They left issue

Two sons and three daughters.

Near to this tablet is a brass plate, recording that-

In the year of our Lord,

188 1, the lights were placed

in this Church in memory of

Edward Tongue, for nearly

ninety years a resident in

this Parish, by his sons,

Randal F. Tongue Croxall,

and Vincent Tongue.
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On a slab at the north end of the passage between the boys' kneeh'ngs

and those on the north aisle, which was moved from the west end of

the chancel at the alterations in 1853, there is this imperfect inscription :

—

Under this stone, in hopes of a joyful resurrection,

Resteth the body of ANNE SCOTT, ye only child of John

Scott, of ye New House in Barr, his wife,

Daughter of Isaac W , of House, in the

County of Warwick, Gent., who departed this life

the 31st day of March, Ao. Dom. 1695, and in ye loth

year of her age.

The only memorial in the south aisle is a brass plate commemorative

of the rebuilding of that aisle in 1841. This was affixed to the west

end, near the porch, in 1853, in the place of a long ugly slate, such as

were then, I think, provided by the Incorporated Church Building

Society, to be placed in every Church to which a Grant of money was

made. The amount voted by the Incorporated Church Building

Society was ^50, to which the Lichfield Diocesan Society added ^60.

The inscription is as follows :

—

This

South Aisle of the Church

was rebuilt and enlarged

in the year of our Lord mdcccxli
by private subscription, aided by grants

from the Incorporated Society

for the building and repairing of Churches,

and from the

Lichfield Diocesan Church Extension Society.

Henry Harding, M.A., Rector.

Edward Tongue, Esq. ^ ^, , ,

William Tookey | Churchwardens.



]



RECTORS OF ALDRIDGE, WITH NOTICES.





49

IRectors ot Hl^riDge.

The following List of Rectors of Aldridge is taken partly from Shaw's

History of Staffordshire, and from memoranda written in the oldest

existing Register of the Parish, but chiefly from information kindly

supplied to me by Bishop Hobhouse, some years ago, from the

Episcopal Registers of the Diocese, so far as the institution of John

Scotte, A.D. 1575.

Robert Bagod, supposed prior to a.d. 1305.

[Roger Hillary, Rector of the Church of AUerwych (Aldridge), a.d.

1325, See Historical Collections of Staffordshire, vol. 9, p. 103 ;

(William Salt Archoeological Society) and Willmore's History of

Walsall, p. 68.]

Roger Pawn, "of the Church of Alrewich," supposed prior to

3 K. Edw. iij. (a.d. 1330).

Richard Somer de Shutford, " Parson of the Church of Alrewych,"

34 K. Edw. iij. (a.d. 1361).

Richard de Alrewych.

Robert de Parys, admitted and instituted a.d. 1369, on presentation

of Lady Margaret Kestring, Lady of Cheswardine, vacant by death

of Richard de Alrewych.

John de Kirkeby, instituted a.d. 1376, on death of Robert de Parys.

Patrons, three persons, probably Trustees.

Thomas de Burghway, Presbyter, instituted to Church of Alrewych

A.D. 1379, on resignation of John de Kirkeby, on exchange.

Patrons, six Trustees.

Philip Jenkyn, instituted a.d. 1384, by exchange with Thomas de

Burghway. Patrons, two Archdeacons and another person.

D



so

John Whytmore.

Richard Pyttys, instituted a.d. 142 i, vice John Whytmore, exchanged.

Ralph Wellys, Clerk, admitted February, 1425, vice Richard Pyttys,

resigned, followed by exchange with John Halle, Dean of S. Asaph.

John Halle, admitted 2nd March, a.d. 1425, to Rectory of Aldridge.

Richard Pyttys, re-admitted 4th April, 1425, vice John Halle,

resigned. Patron, Lord Ferrers.

William Colyns, Presbyter, admitted to rectory of Alrewych, January,

1437, vacant by death of Richard Pyttys. Patron, Sir Phihp

Chetwynd, for this turn.

Richard Hancox.

Thomas Harmon, instituted a.d. 1457 to Rectory of Alderwiche, in

place of Richard Hancox, resigned, on the nomination of Richard

Longville, Esq.

William Tomson.

David Johnys, Presbyter, instituted 23rd March, 1487, on the death

of William Tomson. Patron, Lord Ferrers.

Humphrey Pillysdon, October, 1487, subject to a pension of ^s ^

year to late Rector. Patron, Lord Ferrers.

Edmund Walker, "Parson of Aldryche," buried February 23rd, 1574.

Sir John Devereux, Lord Ferrers, patron.

John Scotte, instituted ist August, 1575, to Rectory of Aldryche,

after death of Edmund Walker, on presentation of William Scotte,

patron for two turns, by assignation from Viscountess Hereford.

Buried 21st March, 1621.

1622—1636. John Fulnethy, B.D.

He was also Rector of Handsworth, and in the east end of the

Wyrley Chapel is a tablet (slate), which shows that he was also

Archdeacon of Stafford, 1614, and Canon of the Cathedral Church of

Lichfield, and was buried at Handsworth on the 4th September, 1636,
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having died on the ist of that month. His age is erased from the stone,

on which is a coat of arms, and the words ^^ Mors mihi liicrtwi,"

He was made Precentor of Lichfield in 1608. Shaw {History of

Staffordshire, vol, ij., pp. 102, 1 14) says he was also Rector of Aldridge,

(to which he was instituted 19th March, 1622,) and left a legacy of ^^30

to the poor of Aldridge and Barr. See also Le Neve's Fasti Ecclesia

Anglicana, vol. i, Lichfield Diocese. Handsworth and Aldridge

Rectories, the Archdeaconry of Stafford, and the Precentorship of

Lichfield Cathedral must have supplied him with plenty of work and

plenty of remuneration !

1636— 1682. Richard Prettye, Parson of Aldridge, buried 24th

March, 1682.

There is no record of his death in the Register, but his burial

is stated as above on the fly-leaf at the beginning of the book.

Unfortunately there is no entry of any burial from Lady Day, 1678, to

Lady Day, 1724. See Note, p. 4, part i, Notes and Collectiotts.

1682— 1692. Nathaniel Dolman, B.A., 1676, Magdalen Hall, Oxford.

Presented i6th July, 1682, by Thos. vScott, of Barr, gentleman.

Patron in full right on the death of Richard Pretty.

He is described in the Register of Matriculations at Oxford, 20th

March, 1672, as of the age of sixteen, and the son of John Dolman,
" de Woniboiirne, Stafford, 7>iin. JiHus." He married Winifrede,

daughter of the preceding Rector, Richard Prettye, and was buried

1st December, 1692.

1692— 1782. Henry Wood, M.A., of Pembroke College, 1689.

Admitted to Aldridge, alias Aldrich, and the Chapel of Barr, void

by the death of Nathaniel Dolman. Presented by Thos. Dolman, jun.,

and Thos. Scott, his guardian, Patron for this turn.

He was matriculated at the age of sixteen (19th March, 1682), and

described as the son of Henry Wood, of Wolverhampton '' generosi

Jiliiis." He became Prebendary of Ufton in the Cathedral of

Lichfield, in 1700, and was buried at Aldridge on 27th September,

1718. Several of his children were baptized at Aldridge, one of whom,

Dorothy, married Edward Tongue, fifty years Curate of the parish

(1732—82). His widow, Judith Wood, was buried, from Wolver-

hampton, 19th May, 1742. See Notes and Collections, part i, pp. 22,

23, 31. 35-

1 7 18— 1746. John Dolman, " Parson of Aldridge," of New Inn Hall,

Oxford, son of Nathaniel Dolman, M.A., 1710.

Admitted 13th October, 17 18, to Aldridge, and Chapel of Great

Barr. Ann Eades, widow, and Mary Dolman, spinster, patrons for

this turn.

For full particulars, respecting him, see note to his name. Notes

and Collectiotts, part I, p. 32. His monument is the only one in the

Chancel. He died 19th November, 1746.
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747— 1766. Robert Daubrie, M.A., of Pembroke College, Oxford,

1739-

In the Register of Matriculations at Oxford, he is entered on 4th

August, 1732: '^ Robus. Danbrie, /j", Robti.fil, Wolverhampton, Com.

Stafford. Cler.fil.

He succeeded John Dolman, and was instituted on 17th May,

1747, and held the Rectory for nearly twenty years, being buried 17th

January, 1766, according to a memorandum written on the fly-leaf of

the oldest Aldridge Register, though the name is not found among the

burials of that year.

The father must, I think, be referred to in the following extract

,
from Shaw's History of Staffordshire, vol. i., p. 171 (Wolverhampton
Parish) :

—" The Rev. Mr. Danbric, Rector of Stockton, Salop, one of

the executors of Mrs. Sarah Pipe, of Bilston, who died in 1732." The
Burial Register of Stockton Parish records the following fact:

—''In

1 74 1, Mrs. Margaret Danbric, wife of the Rev. Mr. Robert Danbric,

Rector of this Parish, died May 7th, and was buried May 9th." I

have failed to ascertain anything more connected with the name.

Patron : Thomas Dolman, for this turn.

1766— 1778. John Wylde. He was of Oriel College, Oxford, B.A.,

2nd May, 1747.

Admitted on death of Robert Daubrie, 20th January, 1766.

I think he was for a very short time, if at all, resident at Aldridge,

and was buried at Bellbroughton, on the 22nd April, 1788. He married

Mary, daughter of the Rev. Thos. Philpott, Rector of Pedmore, who
died at Aldridge on 9th of January, 1815, at the great age of ninety,

and was buried at Bellbroughton.

Patron : Thos. Hoo, for this turn.

1778— 1 8 10. John Wylde. He was baptized at Bellbroughton on

4th January, 1754, and took the degree of B.A. of

Oriel Coll., Oxford, 22nd January, 1777.

Admitted to Aldridge, with Chapelry of Barr, 15th December,

1778, on resignation of John Wylde, sen. Patron : John Wylde, sen.,

for this turn.

He signs the Register as Curate on the 15th of October in that

year, and as Rector on the i6th February, 1779. He was buried at

Bellbroughton on 31st March, i8l0.

1810— 1821. John Dudley.

Admitted to Aldridge, with Chapelry of Barr, on i6th May, 1810,

op death of John Wylde, Sir Joseph Scott, Bart., patron in full right.
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I have not been able to ascertain positively, but I think he must be

the graduate of Christ Church, Oxford, M.A. 1776, who afterwards

became Rector of Himley in this county, and was presented to Aldridge

in order to fill up the vacancy until Mr. William Scott (younger brother

of Sir Edward I). .Scott) was of age to hold the benefice, which he did

in 1 82 1. John Dudley only signs the Register twice—24th December,

1815, and July 9th, 1826, which seems to prove that he was generally

non-resident. He was unmarried. John Dudley, Rector of Himley,

died in 1830. He is mentioned as Rector of Broome, also in this

county, of which benefice the Scott family were formerly Patrons.—See

Shaw's History of Staffordshire, vol. ij., p. 225.

1821— 1829. William Scott, B.A., Ch. Ch., Oxford, 1817.

Admitted to Aldridge, with Chapelry of Barr annexed, on 26th

May, 1 82 1, on resignation of John Dudley. Patron : Sir Joseph Scott,

Bart., in full right.

In 1817 he signs the Register as Ciuate, and in 1821 as Rector.

He was the younger son of Sir Joseph Scott, of Great Barr, the first

Baronet, and brother to Sir Edward Dolman Scott, Bt. He married,

i8th July, 1819, Maria, third daughter of the Rev. Dr. Gabell, of

Winchester College, and had three sons and three daughters, for whom
see Notes and Collections, part i, pp. 54-6. In his time the new
Rectory House was built. The old Rectory was a picturesque building,

with gables, and an entrance on the south side, where the flower garden

now is. He died, after a long illness, at Sidmouth, Devon, where he

was buried on the 7th February, 1829, aged 33 years. His second son,

Edward, Commander R.N., died 22nd Oct., 1863, aged 39.

1829— 1849. Henry Harding, A.M., of King's Coll., Cambridge,

of which College he was Fellow.

Admitted 7th July, 1829, on the death of William Scott. Presented

by Sir Edward Scott, patron in full right.

He was born at Baraset, near Stratford-on-Avon, 24th August,

1794. He succeeded Mr. William Scott as Rector, and held the

benefice for twenty years, resigning in May, 1849. He was also

Prebendary of Dernford in Lichfield Cathedral, to which he was pre-

sented by Bishop Lonsdale in 1844, and acted as Sub-chanter during

the years 1844-5, being represented at Aldridge by a Curate, the Rev.

Abel John Ram. On resigning Aldridge he was presented to the

Rectory of Stapleton, Salop, and afterwards to the Vicarage of Stratford-

on-Avon, and died on 25th November, 1S62, being buried in the Avenue

leading to the Church Porch. Over his stall in the Chancel is a brass

plate with his name, and the text, '•' Blessed are the dead which die in the

Lord.'" He was mainly instrumental in building the district Church of

S. James in that town. To his memory a lancet window in that Church

has been filled with stained glass, representing " The Good Shepherd."
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Mr. Harding married, on the llth of October, 1827, Lady Emily
Fielding, sister of the Seventh Earl of Denbigh, by whom he had two
sons, one of whom died in infancy, and four daughters : for two of

whom, and for his eldest son, see ''Notes and Collections" part i,

PP- 56, 57^ 66. The second daughter, Georgina, died ist April, 1858,

and is buried in the cemetery at Ore, near Hastings. The eldest

daughter, Katharine, married first, in August, 1858, the Rev. Thomas
Burrowes Adams, of Aldridge Lodge, who died in May, 1864, and is

buried at Folkestone Cemetery ; and secondly, in May, 1876, Major

Croker, who died 2nd March, 1881, and is buried at Brighton.

Lady Emily Harding survived her husband twenty years, dying

8th October, 1883, at Elmhurst, Stratford-on-Avon, and in the cemetery

is a large cross of red granite, with inscription to her memory.

1886. Jeremiah Finch Smith, M.A., of Brasenose College,

Oxford, 1839.

Instituted, on the presentation of Sir Edward Dolman Scott, Bart.,

Patron, on the 26th May, 1849, and inducted on the 5th June following.

Resigned 30th September, 1886.

James Slade ffoster Chamberlain, A.M., S. John's College,

Cambridge, 1872.

Patrons : The Master and Fellows of S. John's College, Cambridge.



LIST OF CURATES. WITH NOTICES.
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Curates ot Blt)rit)Ge.

Edward Tongue, B.A., of Pembroke College, Oxford, 1726,

He was Curate for the long period of fifty years. For his marriage

and other particulars see Notes and Collections
^
part i, pp. 23 and 50.

His last signature to the Register is dated June, 1777. He died in 1782.

1777. John Wylde, Junr., B.A., of Oriel College, Cambridge, 1777.

He became Rector in 1778, on the death of his father.

1 784. Abraham Ashworth, M. A., of Brasenose College, Oxford, 1 782.

There is the following notice of him in the first volume of the

Register of Manchester School, published by the Chetham Society, in

1866 :
—" He was an exhibitioner from the School to Brasenose College,

Oxford, where he also held one of Hulme's Exhibitions. He appears

to have been Curate of Aldridge, near Walsall, in 1784, and in the

Clerical Guide of 1817, Incumbent of the Chapelry of Newton, in

Lancashire, on the nomination of the Warden and Fellows of the

Collegiate Church, Manchester."

In the same volume (Addenda, p. 234) the editor says:—"In my
search after this scholar, I met with another Abraham Ashworth,
somewhat junior in years, and the son of humble parents, but the record

of whose life is, probably, no unfair representation of that of many a

poor Curate in the last century. He was for thirty-four years Curate of

Weaverthorpe and Helperthorpe, in the county of York, where he died

on 6th of February, 1838, in the sixty-third year of his age. He lived

a plain, rustic life, filling and driving his own cart, and working on his

little farm like a labourer. So far from

' Passing rich with forty pounds a year,'

the stipend of his united Curacies amounted to the annual sum of

twenty-five pounds, with the use of about fifteen acres of land. Yet,

by teaching the village school, he contrived to scrape together sufficient

money to buy and build several cottages in the village of Weaverthorpe,
whilst at the same time, according to tradition, he always appeared to

live very comfortably, and, as people say, to keep a good table.

This description of his simple and industrious life not abhorrent
from manual labour, renders the following eccentric act less unworthy
of credit than it otherwise would have been. When his father, who
resided with him, died, he himself drove the corpse in his own cart to

his native place, Heptonstall, in the West Riding, for burial
!

"
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1786. James Lomax.

He was A.B. of S. Catharine's Hall, Cambridge, 17S1. For notice

of him see Notes and Collections, part i, p. 58. He was buried at

Aldridge, in 1817, at the age of 57, and over his grave is a headstone,

cruciform, of good design, one of the best in the Churchyard, erected

by his pupils.

For many years he kept a large and flourishing Boys' School. The
following circular, descriptive of the course of education, is quite a

curiosity in its way, and worthy of being reprinted here. Notwith-

standing the many improvements in modern education, the programme of

this clerical country schoolmaster of nearly a century ago, can hardly be
surpassed in the inducements held out for parents to entrust their sons to

his care and teaching !

PROSPECTUS OF DRUID HEATH SCHOOL,
ALDRIDGE, STAFFORDSHIRE.

This Seminary will be opened at Lady-Day, 1804,

BY

The Reverend James Lomax, A.M.

" Druid Heath House, the residence of the late Mr. Lea, is perfectly

dry, and built on a beautiful eminence on the confines of Druids' Heath,
near Aldridge, a few hundred yards from Copy Hall (J. Lomax's late

School), but far superior to it in point of salubrity. A spacious and
lofty school-room will be erected ; and also an ante -school. This,
containing an area of nearly five hundred square feet, will be allotted

the children, as a place of exercise, during inclement weather. The
play-ground in front of the house is elevated, spacious, declivous
and dry.

J. Lomax, by the blessing of God, having recovered better health
and articulation than once he ever hoped, and being solicited to receive

pupils, again determines on a scholastic life, and again offers his services

to his friends and the public. In a school he has spent the whole of
his life, the days of his illness excepted, and the two years last past,

have, by him, been devoted to the Instruction of his own numerous
family. He feels particularly grateful to those who have, beyond his
most sanguine expectations, encouraged the now rising institution by so
commending his first ; and with the highest satisfaction does he behold
and contemplate the truly respectable characters so many of his former
pupils now support in life. These he considers the amplest proofs, the
best certificates of his ability and success in teaching ; and he hopes, by
recurrence to his wonted assiduity and attention, to do justice to every
pupil, and honour to every recommendation, from whatever quarter.

The general design of Druid Heath School will be :— To give

youth a comprehensive and exact knowledge of what is deemed essential

to a liberal education. Every exertion will be used to awaken genius,

to improve taste, and to enlighten both by reason ; and in the teachers,

as well as principal, no effort will be wanting fully to prepare the
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scholar for the university, the learned professions, or mercantile life.

With a view to these ends, the plan of education includes the Greek
and Roman Classics ; the English and French Languages ; the most
useful branches of the Mathematics, as Algebra, Euclid's Elements of

Geometry, Parabolics, or Gunnery, Navigation and Astronomy ; the

Use of the Globes ; Geography and Belles Lettres ; Penmanship,
Stenography, or Shorthand ; Arithmetic and Merchants' Accompt.
Once a week, a lecture will be delivered to the higher classes on some
branch of Natural Philosophy ; some portion of History, or some topic

of criticism. And on these subjects. Themes will be proposed, and
Discourses, of their own composition, publicly read, examined and
criticised, under direction, by the rising members of Druid Heath
School.

In this Institution, English Grammar, Penmanship, Arithmetic,

and every other requisite to complete the Tradesman and Merchant, will

receive distinguished attention. And no teacher will be engaged

in the English department whose pretensions do not result from

cultivated talents, approved diligence, an,d good character. This also

will be the criterion in the selection of every other assistant, whether

regular or occasional. J. Lomax, at present, is not engaged in any

Clerical Function ; his whole time will therefore be devoted to his

School. Its studies, of course, will not be checked by his absence

:

they will be conducted in that regular, steady, uninterrupted manner,

which alone promotes and secures sound improvement. Constant

attendance and clear illustrations doubtless are of the utmost importance

in education. It is by these only that false, obscure, and indefinite

ideas of what is taught, can be prevented from taking root in the

infant mind. With a view, therefore, to an object of such magnitude,

that diligence, that perseverance, and those approved methods of

elucidation, which, to his School, at Copy Hall, procured so ample a

portion of public preference, will be revived with renewed vigour. By
these means, it is earnestly hoped, the best interests of every member
of this place will effectually be secured.

While their religious and literary interests are thus ensured, they

will be heightened by that superior care, to the health of his pupils,

which J. Lomax presumes it is in his power to pay. Few have suffered

more from sickness ; few benefited less from the Faculty than the writer.

But if he have acquired medical skill enough to heal in himself what

baffled men of great professional eminence, surely, without arrogance,

without offence, or censure of any, he may point out to all, and especially

to the puny, to the delicate, to the weakly in constitution, those

advantages which few other Seminaries possess : all acquirements are

vain, if health be not secured. Parents may rest assured, every

indulgence will be granted which is consistent with sound health, due

subordination, and solid improvement ; and every effort will be used to

combine instruction, food, clothing, air and exercise, as to produce rude

health, without rude manners ; and sprightliness of temper, without

frivolity of mind. A full provision of that happiness to which the boy

is competent, shall ensure him the same when a man.



6o

REGIMEN AND DIET.

This subject is of the first importance to children. By many, due

regulation of food is considered as more successful in giving and

continuing health, than medicine. Those arrived at maturity, from

their own experience, can form a judgment of the advantages attending

a due regulation of what they eat or drink. In constitutional weak-

nesses and complaints, it is obvious, the chief means of cure consist in

the proper regulation of diet alone. To parents and guardians of

families, therefore, whose greatest pride and happiness it is to rear a

healthy and blooming offspring, by adopting the parental hints of

nature and experience, rectified by reason, the following rules and

observations are respectfully offered.

The young people are expected to rise early ; those under eight

years, not sooner than 7 o'clock. Soon after rising, a piece of bread,

bread and butter, or, in summers mornings, a small draught of milk,

will be offered to each. He is unwell, from a permanent cause, or from

transient indigestion, who refuses such offers. At the interval of an

hour, a preparation of milk will be served for breakfast ; where milk

disagrees, some other nutritive fluid will be substituted : in any instance,

breakfast will not be allowed above blood-heat. Between breakfast

and dinner, some refreshment will be offered to every one. This

will prevent faintness, internal sinkings, flatulency, and consequent

loathing of food ; too long abstinence from food is injurious, to the

younger and feebler materially so. In due time, dinner, consisting of

a reasonable allowance of butcher's meat, with vegetables, will be

served. It is only in the case of puny children, that an additional

quantity of animal food, with beer, will be necessary ; and to these, at

a proper interval, before supper, will be given something to eat.

Supper will be early ; consisting of bread and cheese, divers

preparations of milk and of fruit. As a drink at meals, good fresh beer

will be allowed any who choose it, but water is far preferable for healthy

children. It strengthens the stomach, assists digestion, prevents

obstruction, renders sleep calmer, and cheerfulness more regular and

lasting. It is the drink which nature has given to all nations, and made
agreeable to all palates.

Previous to every meal, proper time will be allowed, that gentle

exercise may awaken the whole system into action, and induce that

cheerful temper, that healthy glow, in which children should take their

food. Neither man, woman, nor child should take victuals when chilly

or uncomfortable in themselves.

In sedentary occupation no member of this institution will be

confined more than six hours in the day, under the eye of the masters,

nor any more than two hours at once without some interval of relaxation

;

and when a due portion of school business is done by one, or all, they

will be permitted to quit their books and benches, whatever be the time

of day. The mental organs of children have not arrived at their mature

state of fitness for constant exertion, without the grateful interchange of

amusement and recreation. It is the plan of this school to give and

confirm good health, as well as to improve the mind.— Ut sit meno sana

in Corpore sano.
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Cleanliness is a great promoter and preserver of health, and so

commendable in itself, that some have ranked it among the virtues.

Certainly it is a cardinal virtue in domestic life, and truly essential in the

education of children. It is, perhaps, the only province in which large

families and public seminaries can never do too much.

In the winter months, all possible attention will be paid to warmth
by fire and clothing. The temperature of the schoolroom, always

regulated by a thermometer, will be kept at that degree best calculated

to keep it comfortable, and prevent those deadly chills which threaten

such mischief to the constitution, and which are the prime cause of

chilblains in the extremities—these are a lasting and often a dangerous

plague—in damp and cold schools ; but they are an artificial malady,

generally produced by the application of sudden heat to extreme parts,

benumbed with cold. On this account, none but woollen stockings can

be used by the pupils, from the first of October to the end of April ; this

rule, however, being subject to such modifications as the season may
suggest. From this sketch, it is presumed the members of Druid Heath

School will have abundant leisure for exercise, which, with plenty of

wholesome food, is the grand source of the greatest blessing on earth.

On food and exercise for health depend
;

They are its cause, its prop, its life, its friend.

RULES AND REGULATIONS,

The rules of the former will be the basis of the future school,

modified and improved however, as full experience, mature deliberation,

and advice of intelligent friends may point out.

Every morning and evening there will be Prayers in the school-

room, and that regularity in attending the Service of God, at Church,

which formed so prominent a duty in the late school, will again be

adopted ; but should any fortuitous circumstance ever do away the

possibility of attending Public Worship, the Service will be read, and a

Sermon delivered, in the school. The scholars will make the Responses,

under the guidance of teachers, the senior boys reading the Lessons in

their turns.

On joining the institution, young gentlemen are requested to give

an exact account of every article of apparel to prevent confusion, and

loss of their things, and it is also requested they may be marked.

The strictest obedience to all the masters, whether in or out of the

hours of study, is to be observed, and as nothing will be required of

them, but what is for their own advantage, a cheerful and ready

compliance is expected.

No pupil can be permitted to go beyond the limit of the play-

ground— to frequent the kitchen or any apartments belonging to the

servants, without leave. And it will be considered as a high offence, if,

during the times of recreation and exercise, they pass the bounds and

secretly go to any public house, cottage, or other place in the neighbour-

hood, where they may be drawn into expenses or form improper

connections.

No member of this Institution can be allowed to pay visits without

direct application of their Parents or Friends, in person or by letter, to

the master.
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The young gentlemen will not be suffered to contract debts, or to

play at any game for money, to sport with gunpowder, fire-arms, or

offensive weapons, to drink wine, spirits, or fermented liquors, without

the knowledge of the conductor of this school. It is requested the

weekly allowance may be as small as possible. In this Institution there

can be but few reasons for extra expenses, as plenty of nutritive food

will be allowed, and it often happens in schools that too large a supply

of pocket money promotes irregularity, idleness, and indisposition.

No gentleman will be allowed to go into his bedroom from the time

he is up in morning till after twelve ; that the servants be not interrupted

in making the beds and cleaning the apartments ; the same prohibition

extending to all the hours of study. And in getting up and going to

bed, they are to conduct themselves without noise or disorder, and to be

in bed, with their candles ready to be removed, a quarter of an hour

after they have retired, always leaving their doors unfastened.

Rude behaviour at table, or ill manners to each other, cannot

be suffered ; a proper degree of good-breeding being undoubtedly a

most essential part of a well-regulated education ; and habitual swearing,

falsehood, and indecent expressions are likewise so abhorrent, so

unworthy the character of a gentlemen, that it is expected, and earnestly

insisted upon, no member of Druid Heath School will be guilty of such

conduct ; it would certainly render him an unfit associate for any decent

society.

All transgressions whatever, to the prejudice of good order and

discipline (though not mentioned in these rules and regulations), will be

cognizable, at the discretion of the Principal,

TERMS.

Admission ... ... ... ... £i i o

Board and Tuition per annum ... ... i8 i8 o

Laundress per Quarter ... ... ... 070
French, Drawing, Dancing, Fencing, and Military Exercise, on the

usual terms, by masters of approved abilities.

J. Lomax pledges himself to use all reasonable means to keep hie

school-bills as low as possible ; they shall not be enhanced by a long

list of unexpected and vexatious extras and et ceteras. No additional

expense whatever will be charged on account of English Grammar,

or Latin and Greek Classics ; and Penmanship, Arithmetic, Merchants'

Accompts, Algebra, Practical Geometry, Use of the Gloves, Geography,

and Belles Lettres, are included in the terms.

Letters directed to the Revd. James Lomax, Aldridge, near

Walsall, or Lichfield, will receive immediate answer."

He married on the 4th November, 1782, Miss Lucy Mathews, by

whom he had five sons and six daughters. His eldest son, Thomas
George, born 6th August, 1783, came to Lichfield in 1810, and became

a Bookseller and Publisher, widely known and much respected. He
died 3rd January, 1873, in his 90th year. Like booksellers in olden

time, who gave names to their houses of business, he adopted the title

of "Johnson's Head," which the shop retains to the present day.

He published a small edition of Dr. Samuel Johnson's Prayers, with

preface by the late Rev. Prebendary William Gresley, and was a collector

of many interesting relics of that great lexicographer, of whom Lichfield

City is so proud as one of her most distinguished natives. A brief notice



63

of him, which appeared in the Athenaum at the time of his death, says

"the frequenters of the 'Johnson's Head ' will long remember him as

a thorough gentleman of the old School, and in business matters a

pattern of integrity and uprightness. In his earlier days Mr. Lomax

knew and conversed with many who were intimate with Johnson

himself." For many years he was a member of the old Lichfield

Corporation, and held the office of Senior Bailiff in 1833, when Princess

Victoria, the future Queen, visited Lichfield. In 1843 he was the first

Conservative Mayor elected under the new Municipal Act, and had

again the honour of welcoming her, when, as Queen of England, she

once more visited " the ancient and loyal City," while staying at

Drayton Manor with the late Sir Robert Peel, Bt.

It may here be mentioned that the late Joseph Masters, the well-

known Churchman and Publisher, of London, was an apprentice to

Mr. Lomax, having previously been a chorister in Lichfield Cathedral.

Of the other sons of the Rev. James Lomax, Major died early in

life
; James was editor and proprietor of the Stockport Advertiser ;

Charles was a surgeon at Weobly in Herefordshire, and John master of

the Grammar School at Hales Owen.

The present representative in Lichfield of this family is Mr.

Alfred Charles Lomax, youngest of the three sons of Mr. T. G.

Lomax, with whom he was previously connected in the business

for 28 years, and whom he succeeded in 1873. He served the

office of Mayor in 1886, and was re-elected for the following year,

which was the Queen's Jubilee, and then received from his fellow

citizens a valuable recognition of his services as Mayor, and of the high

esteem in which he is held by his neighbours and friends.

The last survivor of the family of the Rev. James Lomax, of

Aldridge, Frances, died at Lichfield on the 8th of February, 1881, having

just entered her 88th year.

James Bousquet.
He was A.B. of Trinity College, Oxford, 1790, and held the

Curacy of Great Barr till 1808. For notice of him, and his wife, who

resided at Aldridge during the latter years of her life, and was buried

there on the 24th October, 1854, aged eighty-four, see Notes and

Collections, part i, pp. 63-64. It may be here added that they were

married at Fladbury, in Worcestershire, on the 22nd February, 1794.

They were living in Aldridge in 1812, and subsequently at Doe Bank,

near Sutton Coldfield, and at Hardingstone, near Northampton. At

the latter place he died. There is a white marble tablet on the south

wall of the Parish Church, with the following inscription :—

In Memory of

The Rev. JAMES BOUSQUET, B.A.,

Who departed this life

Sept. 16, 1819,

Aged 51.

*' Here rest in Peace " affection fondly cries.

Here rest, whose pain and grief no more annoy ;

And as from Earth th' immortal Spirit flies.

May Angels guide it to the Realms of Joy.

His wife was the donor in 1851 of the beautiful silver plate for Holy

Communion, and a liberal contributor to the fund for the enlargement

and restoration of the Church in 1852-3,
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i8o8. John Davids.

He was Curate of Barr, but resident in Aldridge, and signs the

Aldridge Register as Curate in November, l8i8. His signature appears

frequently as Chairman of the Vestry meetings of Aldridge. For his

marriage, and other notice of him, see Notes and Collections, part i,

P- 39-

i8io. Thomas Wright.

He ceases to sign as Curate in October, 1812.

18 14. Henry Male.

He was A.M. of S. John's College, Cambridge, 1814. He ceases

to subscribe the Register in October, 1818, and became Curate of

Kinlet, Salop, in 1819. Afterwards he was Curate in sole charge of

Woolstaston, near Church Stretton, Salop, for the long period of thirty-

one years, where he died suddenly on Sunday, the 3rd December, 1854,

having taken part in the Church Services on that day, aged sixty-five.

He was buried there, and there is a stone over his grave. He was never

married.

1820. Hyla Holden, M.A., Pembroke College, Oxford, 1819.

He was the eldest son of Hyla Holden, of Wednesbury, and held

the Curacy of Aldridge for two years, and afterwards that of Deritend,

Birmingham. In 1824 he was appointed first Incumbent of Erdington,

in the old parish of Aston juxta Birmingham. He left one daughter,

baptized at Aldridge, and four sons, see Notes and Collections, part i,

p. 55. He died in August, 1849, and was buried in the family vault at

Wednesbury. There are some notices of the Holden family in the

History of Wednesbury, 8vo, Wolverhampton : W. Parke, 1854.

1822. John Carysfort Proby, Trinity College, Cambridge, A.B.,

1821.

He held the Curacy about two years, and was afterwards an Indian

Chaplain. Returning to England he became Rector of S. Peter's,

Winchester, which he held from 1S45 to 1866.

1824. Thomas Gnosall Parr, A.B., S. John's College, Cambridge,

1822.

He was afterwards Priest Vicar of Lichfield Cathedral, and

Incumbent of S. Michael's Church there.

In the burial ground of S. Michael's Church there is an upright

monumental stone, on which it is stated that he was thirty-seven years

Incumbent of the Parish and Dean's Vicar of the Cathedral, and that he

died on the 23rd December, 1867, aged 68. The death of his wife, and

of several children, are recorded on the same stone.

1825. Joseph Shutt, M.A., Pembroke College, Oxford, M.A. 1815.

See Notes and Collections, part i, pp. 60, 70.

J
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[831. Thos. G. Mortimer Luckock.

He was Curate of Great Barr, but his name appears frequently in

the Aldridge Registers of Baptisms and Burials. He resided at Barr,

keeping a small Private School for boys. In 1851 he was appointed to

the Incumbency of Little Berwick, a Chapelry in the Parish of S. Mary,

Shrewsbury. In 1878 he removed to Clifton, was Rector of Christ

Church with S. Ewan's, Bristol, and died there, aged eighty, Nov. 12,

1880. His eldest son, Thomas Gilbert, is Vicar of Emmanuel Church,

Clifton; and his second son, Herbert Mortimer Luckock, D.D., is

Canon Residentiary of Ely Cathedral, Principal of Ely Theological

College, and Chaplain to the Bishop, a distinguished Scholar, and author

of several valued Theological works. The eldest daughter married the

Rev. George Arbuthnot, the present Vicar of Stratford-on-Avon.

844. Abel John Ram, M.A., Oriel College, 1830.

He was resident at the Rectory during the two years 1844-5, when
Mr. Harding was at Lichfield acting as Subchanter at the Cathedral. He
became Rector of Rolleston, Staffordshire, in 1868, where he died on

i8th of August, 1883, aged 78 years. He was buried at Ellastone, in

this county, with which place he was in some way connected, and where

his wife. Lady Jane, second daughter of the third Earl of Courtown,

whom he married in 1833, rests. There is a brass plate to his memory
in Ellastone Church, bearing this inscription :

—

In affectionate remembrance of

The Reverend ABEL JOHN RAM, M.A.,

of Clonaton, County Wexford ;

Rector of Rolleston, in this County, and

Honorary Canon of Rochester ;

Born May 20th, 1804 ; died August i8th, 1883.

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great

God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."— Titus ij., 13.

Curates from 1849 to 1886.

1849. Cooke, Samuel Hay, M.A., Student of Christ

(Temporarily.) Church, Oxford.

Afterwards Vicar of Great Budworth, Cheshire, which

he exchanged for the Rectory of Northbourne, near Deal, in

1870, where he died, and was buried 12th January, 1877, at

the age of 59. There is a Cross of Aberdeen Granite over

E
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i8so.

(Temporarily.)

his grave, with the following inscription on the platform on
which it stands :

SAMUEL HAY COOKE,

PRIEST,

VICAR OF THIS PARISH,

FELL ASLEEP IN JESUS

ON THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY,

1877.

And on the Cross itself these words :

"JESU, MERCY,"

He was the eldest son of George Leigh Cooke, M.A.,
Professor of Natural Philosophy, Oxford, and Vicar of

Cubbington, near Leamington,

Dendy, Arthur, B,A,, Wadham College, Oxford.

He afterwards held the Curacy of Southwater, Sussex,

and of other places, taking the degree of D.D. 1868, and

is now Honorary Canon, Precentor, and Sub-Dean of

S. Peter's Cathedral, Adelaide ; Examining Chaplain and

Warden of S, Barnabas' College, Adelaide.

Christmas, 1850— Macpherson, Charles Gordon, A.B,, S. Peter's

August, 1852. College, Cambridge.

He has been dead many years.

Easter, 1853— Carroll, Frederick, A.M., Christ's College,

Easter, 1855, Cambridge.

Now Vicar of Tallington, near Stamford.

Easter, 1858— Jenner, Charles Herbert, A.M,, Trinity Hall,

Michaelmas, 1859, Cambridge.

Afterwards Vicar of Merthyr Dovan, and Rector of

Wenvoe, Glamorganshire.

Michaelmas, 1859—

Michaelmas, i860.

Blagden, Henry Charles, M,A,, Queen's

College, Oxford,

Now Rector of Newnton Longville, near Bletchley.

Easter, 1861

—

Advent, 1862.

Rayson, William,

Oxford.

M.A., Magdalen Hall,

Elected, 1862, Minor Canon and Sacrist of Worcester

Cathedral ; now Vicar of Lindridge, and Hon. Fellow of

S. Michael's College, Tenbury.
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Advent, 1862— Lamb, Francis William, A.M., Pembroke College,

Christmas, 1865. Cambridge.

Now Curate in Charge of Brafield, Northampton.

Advent, 1866— Mackness, George, M.A., Crewe Exhibitioner of

Michaelmas, 1870. Lincoln College, Oxford.

He accepted in 1870 the Incuml^ency of S. Mary's
Church, Broughty Ferry, near Dundee, taking the degree

of D. D. in the following year, and is now resident there.

Christmas, 1870— Custance, Arthur Clement, M.A., Wadham

Epiphany, 1873. College, Oxford.

Now Rector of Binbrook, near Market Rasen,

Lincolnshire.

Whitsuntide, 1873— Monkhouse, Philip Edmund, M.A., Merton

Advent, 1874. College, Oxford.

(On Sundays only.) Afterwards first Incumbent of the beautiful Church of

Little Aston, in the parish of Shenstone, which was built

at the cost of the Honourable E. S. Parker-Jervis, of

Little Aston Hall, from designs by the late Mr. G.

E. Street. He subsequently held scholastic appointments,

and died on the 28th May, 1883, at the High School,

Beverley, aged 44 years.

October, 1875— Rudd, E. J. S., A.M., Fellow of S. John's College,

Easter, 1876. Cambridge.

(Temporarily.) Now Rector of Freshwater, in the Isle of Wight, and

Examining Chaplain to the Bishop of Hereford.

Lent, 1877— Labarte, William, W., M.A., Trinity College,

Advent, 1878. Dublin.

Now Curate of Lexden, near Colchester,

July, 1879— Dudley, Henry Thornton, M.A., Queen's

September, 1881. College, Oxford.

Now Vicar of Bradwell, Derbyshire.
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September, 1881— Cavalier, Edward Frederick, A.M., S. John's

September, 1882. College, Cambridge.

Now Rector of Wramplingham, Norfolk.

Advent, 1882— Austen, Samuel Cooper, M.A., of Brasenose

Advent, 1884. College, Oxford.

Now Vicar of Kniveton, near Ashbourne.

Advent, 1884— Garwood, George R, Theological College,

Michaelmas, 1886. Lichfield.



LIST OF CLERGY,

WHO HAVE AT VARIOUS TIMES FROM 1849 TO 1886 TAKEN PART IN THE SERVICES.
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Clergy wbo bave at various times officiated at BlbtiOge

Cburcb, 1849-1880.

John Lonsdale, D.D., Bishop of Lichfield.

Died at Eccleshall on the 19th October, 1867, and there buried.

On the north side of the Sacrarium of Lichfield Cathedral there is a

finely sculptured effigy, upon an altar tomb of marble and alabaster,

beneath a rich canopy, erected by the clergy and laity of his diocese,

by whom he was universally beloved during a laborious Episcopate of

nearly 25 years.

George A. Selwyn, D.D., Bishop of Lichfield.

He died at the Palace on the loth April, 1878, and is buried on the

south side of the Cathedral Burial Ground. In one of the small mortuary

chapels on the south side of the interior of the Lady Chapel, which was
restored for the purpose, a very beautiful recumbent figure, giving an
excellent likeness of the Bishop, has been placed by the Churchmen of

the Diocese. But the great memorial of this illustrious Bishop, first of

New Zealand, and then of Lichfield, is seen in the Foundation of

Selwyn College, Cambridge.

William Dalrymple Maclagan, D.D., Bishop of Lichfield.

Charles J. Abraham, D.D., Coadjutor to Bishop of Lichfield; formerly

Bishop of Wellington, New Zealand ; now Canon Residentiary of

Lichfield Cathedral.

Edmund Hobhouse, D.D., Coadjutor to Bishop of Lichfield; formerly

Bishop of Nelson, New Zealand.

Robert Gray, D.D., Bishop of Capetown and Metropolitan.

When on a visit to England in 1858, he preached at Aldridge on
the evening of the 7th of July, on behalf of the wants of his Diocese,
and the offerings amounted to ;i^io. He died in 1874.
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William Weldon Champneys, M.A., Dean of Lichfield.

He died on the 4th February, 1875, ^.nd his body rests near to the
grave of Bishop Selwyn. In the south aisle of the choir, towards the

cast end, is a brass memorial, with this inscription :—

In Memory of

WILLIAM WELDON CHAMPNEYS, M.A.,
for vi. years Dean of this

Cathedral Church, and Rector

of Tatenhill, in this County.

He was previously for xviii. years

Canon of St. Paul's Cathedral, in London,
and successively Fellow of Brasenose

College, Oxford, and for xxiii. years Rector
of Whitechapel, London, and for ix.

years Vicar of St. Pancras, Middlesex.
Born Apl. 6, 1807. Died Feby. 4, 1875.

Edward Bickersteth, D.D., Uean of Lichfield.

George Hodson, M. A., Archdeacon of Stafford and Canon Residentiary

of Lichfield Cathedral.

He was one of the Special Preachers on the Sunday after the
re-opening of the Church in 1853.

There is to his memory in the south aisle of the Choir of the
Cathedral, at the right hand on entering, a rich altar-tomb, designed by
the late G. E. Street, R.A. The covering slab of serpentine has an
inlaid cross. There are exquisitely beautiful sculptures in alabaster,
representing the Crucifixion, Entombment, Resurrection and Ascension.
The Archdeacon died in 1855.

Henry Moore, A.M., Archdeacon of Stafford, and Canon Residentiary.

He died at Tettenhall Wood, August, 1874, and is buried on the
south side of the Cathedral Burial Ground. His effigy—a recumbent
figure, on a richly ornamented altar-tomb—was placed in the south wall
of the choir by public subscription.

On the bevel of the slab, which supports the effigy, is the following
mscription

:
" Henrico Moore, A.M., Archidiacono de Stafford,

Hujusce Ecclesia; Prrecentori Canonico, viro strenuo, fideli, jucundo,
amici ejus desiderantes posnerunt " He preached at our Anniversary
Festival in 1857.
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John Hodgson Iles, M.A., Archdeacon of Stafford, and Canon

Residentiary of Lichfield Cathedral.

He died on 13th November, 1888, and is buried on the south-east

side of the Lady Chapel of the Cathedral. For notice in memoriam
see Diocesan Magazine, December, 1888. A recumbent figure, purchased

by public subscription, will shortly be placed in the Cathedral.

Lovelace T. Stamer, Bart., A.M., Archdeacon of Stoke, Prebendary of

Lichfield Cathedral ; now Bishop of Shrewsbury.

John Hutchinson, A.M., Canon Residentiary of Lichfield.

He preached at our Anniversary Festival in 1856. In recognition

of the active part which he took in the restoration of the interior of the

Cathedral, which was re-opened in the summer of 1861, when nearly

one thousand choristers (among whom was the Aldridge Choir) and four

thousand worshippers thronged the Cathedral from east to west, the

present West Window was filled with stained glass in 1869. Canon
Hutchinson died in 1865.

John G. Lonsdale, A.M., Canon Residentiary of Lichfield.

Allen, William, A.M., Vicar of Walsall; now Vicar of Eccleshall,

R.D., and Prebendary of Lichfield.

Addenbrooke, Edward, B.A., Vicar of Smethwick, R.D. ; now Vicar

of Prees, Salop.

Bangham, Thomas A., A.M., Incumbent of Christ Church, Lichfield,

Prebendary of the Cathedral, and R.D.

A head stone in the Churchyard of Christ Church bears this

inscription : "In loving remembrance of Thomas Alfred Bangham,
Vicar of this Parish, who departed this life at Hyeres, February 22nd,

aged 56."

Blagden, Alfred J., A.M,, Vicar of Tweedmouth, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Blenkiron, Bartholomew, A.M., Vicar of Coates Parva, Lincolnshire.

Beckett, Henry F., A.M., Curate of Elford, and Canon of Cumbrse,

N.B. ; afterwards Missionary Priest, Orange River States, S.A.

Whilst Curate at Elford, Mr, Beckett, who held a place among my
oldest friends, was a frequent visitor at Aldridge, and took part in the

services of the church. He was rarely absent from our church and
school Anniversaries in years gone by—pleasant, happy, and we may
hope, profitable days, when those educated in our schools found their

way home from service or other occupations for special worship in their

Parish Church, and a day's innocent recreation and merriment.
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When, in 1866, he determined to devote the remainder of his life

to missionary work in South Africa, and paid a parting visit to us on the
• Sunday after Christmas, preaching twice on the subject of the work
which lay before him, we devoted to the furtherance of that work the

proceeds of the offertory, which amounted to upwards of ;if 18, and I

well remember how highly he appreciated the kindness and liberality of

the congregation.

They who remember him will be interested in reading the following

summary of the life and labours of this devoted priest of the Holy
Catholic Church, which I have extracted from a South African paper

—

The Friend of the Free State and Bloomfontein Gazette—of January 26,

1885. Such missionary labours are deserving of permanent record.

"The Church of England in this Diocese has sustained a severe

loss in the death of Canon Beckett, who was taken to his rest on the

afternoon of last Sunday. As one of the oldest clergymen of the

Bloomfontein Church Mission, the Canon was well known and highly

respected in this city in times past, and his memory will be long cherished

in the district where his ministry was chiefly exercised. When he came
to this country, in 1867, he brought the experience of an already

lengthened ministerial career in important parts of England, especially

at S. Saviour's, Leeds, where he took charge at a difficult crisis, and
made valuable friends, who will mourn his loss. The Church here was
very undeveloped when he undertook the work, which he ever since

carried through with a rare devotion and self-denial ; and the peculiar

character of his work made severe demands on both his mental and
bodily faculties. A new experiment, the establishment of a Missionary
Brotherhood, was undertaken, with the view of meeting the difficulties

of a country in which economy and united work are main elements of
success. The Canon undertook the formation of the new community,
and continued at its head until the arrival of Father Douglas, in 1879,
when he resigned his charge, still remaining a member of the Society.

The Brotherhood first resided at Springfield, near this town, afterwards
at Thaba Nahu, where the Church Mission House, etc., were erected by
their exertions, and finally settled at Modderpoort, on two farms, pur-

chased for them in the conquered territory. The district at the time was
unsettled, and the whole necessary work of building houses and offices,

enclosing lands, etc., was begun under circumstances which involved
much hardship to all concerned. Shortly after. Canon Beckett began
the work of itinerating through the north-eastern districts of the State,
where he continued for many years, collecting congregations for periodi-
cal services in the villages, and at conveniently-situated farmhouses.
Those only who know what travelling and accommodation were in the
early days, and how rough things were even in the small towns, will

understand how much fatigue, and sometimes danger, such a ministry
involved : but it brought him into contact with the growing populations,
and one result has been the establishment of flourishing congregations
in Harrismith, Bethlehem, Lady Brand, and Masera, with good churches
and parsonages, and a complete system of itinerating. The Community
Houses at Moddenpoort (now S. Augustine's), with a handsome chapel,
were built during this period ; extensive lands enclosed, and a garden
made. The whole establishment has been largely developed since, but
the foundation of the pleasant and well-ordered house, stretching along
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the picturesque hill-side, well-known to many as a place of hospitable

welcome and rest, is due to him. Canon Beckett graduated at Cam-

bridge, B. A. 1840, M. A. 1844. He was ordained deacon by the Bishop

of Ripon in 1840 ; priest by the Archbishop of York in 184 1, so that

he died in the forty-tifth year of his ministry ; installed Canon of Cum-

brce in 1852, and of the Cathedral of this diocese in 1867. He held the

office of Chancellor of the Diocese for some years, and up to a few

months before his death was Rural Dean of the North-eastern District.

Increasing infirmities for some time withdrew him from active work,

and for the last two or three years he was unable to leave S. Augustine's,

though he continued, as long as strength permitted, to officiate and

preach in the chapel. The last time he visited Bloomfontein was in

January, 1880, when he attended the Diocesan Synod. Men like Canon

Beckett, who carry out the tradition of English thoroughness, patience,

and practical self-reliance, are a loss to any community. If for nothing

else, the example of one who never let any undertaking he once began

fail through lack of perseverance and energy, and was never discouraged

by difficulty, is most valuable in the present day. A priest of the old

type, a courteous and upright gentleman, he has left behind the memory
of a blameless life and unselfish work. The Canon died in his sixty-

ninth year. His remains were interred in the Cemetery of the

Community."

In the same paper, March 15th, appeared an interesting account of

his burial. The large number attending the service, whites and natives,

about 400, testified in no slight degree to the love and esteem in which

he was held. In the quiet little graveyard of S. Augustine's, he lies

under the shadow of the Church he built, close to the Mission he

erected, amid the trees he planted ; he rests amid his labours.

Bower, C. Uppleby, A. M., Second Master of Walsall Grammar School

;

now Rector of Upper Sapey, near Worcester.

Bamber, W. S., A.m., Second Master of Walsall Grammar School, and

Curate of S. Paul's ; now Head Master of Appleby Grammar

School, Leicestershire.

Bolton, F. S., A.M., Incumbent of Salt, R.D., and Prebendary of

Lichfield ; afterwards Rector of Tatenhill.

Died I2th May, 1880. For notice, " In Memoriam," see Lichfield

Diocesan Calendar, 1881.

Bingham, Fanshawe, A.M., Rector of Horfield, near Bristol.

Bates, Thomas, B.A., Sub-warden of Queen's College, Birmingham.

Barrow, John, M.A., Vicar of Bloxwich.

Brownbill, J. Edgar, B.A., Curate of S. Michael's and All Angels',

Walsall.
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Ball, Edward H., A.M., Curate of Great Malvern, now Rector of

Stratton, near Circenester.

BoDiNGTON, Charles, A. K. Coll., London, Vicar of S. James's,

Wednesbury ; now Canon Residentiary of Lichfield.

Clarke, Henry J., A. K. Coll., London, Vicar of Great Barr.

CusTANCE, George M., A.M., Rector of Colwall, Herefordshire.

Cooley, William L., M.A., Vicar of Rennington and Rock ; afterwards

Vicar of Ponteland, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, where he died on the

22nd March, 1889. He was also Honorary Canon of Newcastle.

Darby, Thos., A.M., Vicar of S. John's, Walsall.

EssiNGTON, RoBT. W., A.M., Vicar of Shenstone and R.D.

Ellis, Samuel A., A.M., Assistant Master of Cheltenham Coll. ; now
Vicar of Long Itchington, Rugby.

Eldrid, J. Norton, A. K. Coll., Curate of S. Ethelburga's, Bishops-

gate, London.

Ellison, W. G. H., Lichfield Theo. Coll., Curate of Brownhills ; now

Chaplain to Seamen, Bombay.

Field, Thos., A.M., Fell, and Tutor of S. John's Coll., Camb. ; now

Rector of Bigby, near Brigg, and R.D.

He preached one of the special sermons during the week of the

reopening of the Church in 1853. He and his brother James were
grandsons of Mrs. Bousquet (see Notes and Collections, part i, pp. 63-4).

Field, James W., A.M., Curate of Langham, Suffolk ; afterwards Vicar

of Braybrooke, Norths.

He died 28th May, 1875, aged 64, having succeeded his father in

the Rectory of Braybrooke, which he held for 17 years.

Forth, Thos. P., Lichfield Th. Coll., now Vicar of Forsbrook,

Staffordshire.

Freeth, T. J., M.A. and LL.D., Curate of S. Peter's, Wolverhampton;

afterwards Chaplain to Forces in Crimea, 1854-6 ; now Vicar of

Fotherby, Lincolnshire.
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Fraser, William, D.C.L., Vicar of Alton ; and for some years Proctor

in Convocation for the Archdeaconry of Stafford.

Farebrother, Thos., M.A., Incumbent of S. Margaret's Chapel, Ward

End, Aston.

Grier, Robt. M., M.A., Vicar of Rugeley and R.D., Prebendary of

Lichfield ; now Vicar of Hednesford.

Grundy, G. F., M.A., Head Master of King Edward's School, Lichfield.

Gordon, Robert, A.M., Vicar of Hammerwich.

GowAN, W. B., S. Bees, Curate of S. Matthew's, Walsall.

Good, Chas. P., M.A., Incumbent of S. James's, Handsworth

;

afterwards Vicar of Eccleshall and R.D. ; now Vicar of East

Meon, Hants.

Gresley, William, M.A., Prebendary of Lichfield Cathedral, and

Incumbent of Boyne Hill, near Maidenhead.

He preached at the Evening Service on the day of the re-opening

of the Church, 1853. He died at Boyne Hill, on the 19th November,

1876, aged 75,

Perhaps to no one does the English Church owe more for the

promotion of Church Principles and sound Doctrinal Teaching

—

happily revived in the Oxford movement of fifty years ago—than to

two clergymen of the Diocese of Lichfield, now gone to rest, Mr.

William Gresley, and Mr. Paget, Rector of Elford. To say nothing

of books of a devotional character written by them, Mr. Gresley's

" Portrait of a Churchman," " Siege of Lichfield," and other tales, had

a great influence for good with many persons, to whom learned treatises

would be unattractive and consequently unread. Mr. Paget's "tales of the

village," embracing three subjects—the Churchman and the Romanist,

the Churchman and the Dissenter, the Churchman and the Infidel—are

at once not only very pleasant and attractive reading, but full of

sound arguments stated in a popular form, and suitable for all ranks

of people, at all times.

My late Curate, the Rev. S. C. Austen, for some time Curate to

Mr. Gresley, published in 1879 a small volume, entitled, " The Scepticistn

of the Nineteenth Century " (Masters and Co., London), being selections

from the latest works of Mr. Gresley, and there is prefixed a short

notice of the author, from which I extract the following words :

—

" He was a thorough High Churchman, and held entirely to the

Church of England, as being a living branch of Christ's Holy
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Catholic Church, and as being, on the whole, the truest repre-

sentative of the early, undivided Church. I{e had no Romanizing

tendencies whatever, but his kindly spirit led him to hope all

things, and gladly see and acknowledge anything that might

be good in foreign communions. He always held firmly to what he

conceived to be Christian truth, and yet he never spake a hard or

uncharitable word of those, whose opinions might differ from his own,

on points at least wherein our common Christianity is not endangered.

And even the opponents of Christianity he always dealt with in a loving

Christian spirit, while he felt it his duty to strongly oppose their errors.

With respect to Ritualism, he had ever been an advocate of all that is

grand, beautiful and elevating in the public worship of GOD, making

everj' allowance for differences between parish and parish. He was too

large-hearted to adopt certain modern developments, and particularly

the minutiae of Ritualism, and the imitation of foreign customs, merely

because they were foreign, and not because they were good. Anything

that was good he would adopt from any quarter. Some of the latest

developments he looked upon with disapprobation as being likely to

endanger important principles. He would have allowed a fair amount

of liberty to all schools. During eleven years of close personal intercourse

with him, partly as Curate and afterwards as friend, I never knew him to

speak one word against any one, whether in matters of politics or

religion, or in social intercourse, inconsistent with Christian charity."

He left an example of steady devotion to work amid trials and

sufferings almost unparalleled. He had nine children, and he lost

them all.

On the Sunday after his death, Mr. Carter, the Rector of Clewer,

preached at All Saints' Church, Boyne Hill, with special reference to

the departed Vicar, and the bright example of his life from many points

of view. He alluded to the inner life (that which alone is really known
to God) as "revealing itself in the patient endurance of sorrow and
trial of no common kind, when grievous anxiety year after year, lay

heavy on his mind, until death bore away from his once full home child

after child, and he was left alone ; but while none outside that home
could have known all the sorrow, many were privileged to see, while it

was secretly endured, the bright smile, the cheerful trust, the uncom-
plaining calm, with which the spirit of the sufferer rose above the sore

searching trial, because he kept his hold in faith upon his God, still

fulfilling his appointed work, still able to sympathise in the sorrows and

trials of others, as though only the silver lining of the dark cloud were

inwardly shining upon his soul."

" But beyond the inner spiritual life, beyond the severe discipline

of home trials, there has been a very wide sphere, wide as that of the

Church of England itself, of which we may more freely speak—for it

has been open to the world, where he made for himself a revered and

memorable name. It was in times of momentous importance to the

Church's well-being, and through the influence of the Church, to the

well-being of England now some forty or fifty years ago, that he

commenced his work, and took his place in a small band of earnest

men, moved by the Spirit of God to revive truth that had been lost, and

to rekindle fervour that had decayed throughout the Church ; and his
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writings, at that time, filled a foremost place among those which moved

the hearts of Englishmen, and won them to the love of the Church of

England's doctrine and life, attracting them to the truth through the

simple gentle spirit which breathes in them ; writings which still have

their value and their attractiveness, though the immediate application of

some among them has, with the lapse of time, passed away."*

How strange that to such a man there should be, as yet, no memorial

in the Cathedral of Lichfield !

Several of the books written by Mr. Gresley and Mr. Paget are in

the Aldridge Parochial Lending Library.

Greatheed, S. S., a.m., Rector of Corringham, Essex.

Harding, Henry, A.M., late Rector of Aldridge, Vicar of Stapleton,

Salop, and afterwards Vicar of Stratford-on-Avon.

Huntsman, E. J., A.M., Vicar of Walsall Wood ; now Vicar of Harworth,

Yorkshire.

Harrison, E. D., M.A., Curate of S. Michael's, Walsall.

Hodgson, Robert, M.A., Vicar of Walsall and R.D.

HoLDEN, Oswald M., M.A., Vicar of Gailey and R.D.

Irvine, A. C, M.A., Head Master of Walsall Grammar School, and

Incumbent of S. Paul's ; now Vicar of Warwick.

Jeffcock, John Thomas, M.A., Rector of Wolverhampton and R.D.

Jenner, Alfred H., A.M., Rector of Wenvoe. Died in 1867.

Keigwin, James Philip, M.A., of Wadham College, Oxford ; Curate

of Ilfracombe, Devon ; afterwards Canon of the Cathedral of the

Isles, and Incumbent of S. Andrew's, Cumbrae, Diocese of Argyle.

Died at Cumbrae College, 19th July, 1883, aged 72.

I was Curate with him at Ilfracombe in 1845-7, and the

acquaintance their begun ripened into a lifelong and intimate friendship.

This must be the excuse for inserting here a true estimate of his

life and character, which appeared in the Scottish Guardian at the time

of his death :

—

"The Rev. J. P. Keigwin, Canon of the Cathedral of the Isles, has

departed this life at the age of 72. Mr. Keigwin was of an old Cornish

family, of which few members now remain, and indeed none of his own

* "The Memory of the Just." A sermon preached at All Saints', Boyne Hill, on
Sunday, November 26th, 1876 (the Sunday following his death), in memory of the
Rev. W. Gresley, by the Rev. T. T. Carter, Rector of Clewer, and Hon. Canon of

Christ Church, Oxford. Published by request. London : Masters & Co."
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name who stand in any near relationship to him. He was educated at

Oxford, where he took his degree of B. A. in 1832, and became a Fellow

of his College (Wadham), having some special claim, according to the

then existing Constitution of the College, on the ground that he was of

Founder's kin. He was ordained Deacon in 1835, and Priest in 1836,

by the late Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Phillpotts. After serving various

charges (chiefly, we believe, in Devonshire,) he was induced by some

friends to make trial of the College in the Isle of Cumbrae. The
institution, founded by the Hon. G. F. Boyle (now Earl of Glasgow) in

1850, must have been only a few years old when Mr. Keigwin arrived

in the Island. In 1854 he was appointed to a canonry of the Collegiate

Church, on the joint presentation of the Founder and Bishop Ewing :

the Revs. Philip Freeman (subsequently Archdeacon of Exeter) and

J. G. Cazenove being appointed at the same time.

Mr. Keigwin then acted as Sacrist and Bursar, but on the departure

of Mr. Freeman to Devonshire, he resigned the Bursarship and became

Incumbent of the little Church of S. Andrew's, Cumbrae. He was well

versed in the duties appertaining to the office of Sacrist ; and his great

taste—he was an accomplished artist in water colours—enabled him to

superintend decorations, especially at the great Festivals, with much
skill and success.

Nothing, however, could be further from his mind than any idea of

making external adornment a substitute for inward life. He was a real

student of theology, and his sermons were of a very high order. They
were thoughtful and practical, and expressed in, language of much point

and finish. The delivery was very quiet, but exceedingly distinct. He
displayed, at all times, both in the Church and in society, much natural

dignity of manner.

His stock of information was large and varied. In addition to his

studies in patristic and mediaeval theology, he was fond of history, and

well read in the works of Milman, Merivale, and others. Being a good
French scholar, he would vary his reading in divinity with application to

great French preachers, such as Bourdaloue, and historians as Sismondi.

He was also an Italian scholar. His fondness for art naturally inclined

him to the works of Ruskin, which he read with deep interest.

He had travelled a good deal on the Continent, chiefly in France

and Italy, though on one occasion he reached Constantinople. Several

of his holidays, however, were devoted to making acquaintance with

Scottish scenery, of which he was an intense admirer. A visit to Wales,

for a variety, also much gratified him ; not the less so because the

natives of the Principality pronounced aright his Celtic surname, properly

dividing it as Keig win, with the accent on the latter syllable. But he

seemed rather to prefer the Scottish lowland temperament to that of

his own county, saying that you could argue with Scotch people, but that

in Cornwall feeling was everything. His acquaintance with men and

books, combined with a keen sense of humour and a dramatic power of

narrative, made him an excellent conversationist.

Mr. Keigwin took deep interest in the ecclesiastical movements of

his time. Brought up in the Evangelical school, he was deeply impressed

by the Tractarian movement, and came to Cumbrae as what would be
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called an advanced High Churchman. But during the last fifteen years

of his life the modern develojiments of ritual did not satisfy him. Visits

to London, especially to his friend and near relative, the late incumbent

of All Saints', Margaret Street, Cavendish Square (the Rev. W. Upton
Richards), seemed rather to deter him from novel plans, and he became

ecclesiastically conservative, if not actually retrogressive. This did not,

however, interfere with his personal friendship. His relations with the

Founder of the College and Cathedral at Cumbrae were throughout

very happy ones, as were also those between himself and his colleagues.

He was specially intimate with the late Provost ; as also with Canon

Richardson, whose attentions to him during the failing health of the last

three or four years have been unremitting. Illness compelled him some

two years since to resign the charge of S. Andrew's, in which he has

been succeeded by the Rev. J. R. Dakers, formerly incumbent of

Hawick. Being possessed of considerable private fortune he could have

lived where he pleased, but he had become thoroughly wedded to his

canonry and College Rooms and continued almost to the last to take

some share of the Cathedral services."

Laing, J. Fenwick, Lichfield Theo. Coll., Vicar of S. Michael's,

Walsall.

Lowe, Henry E., A.M., Atherstone, now Incumbent of Wilncote,

Stratford-on-Avon.

Murray, George Wm., M.A., Rector of Handsworth and R.D.

;

afterwards Vicar of Bromsgrove and Hon. Canon of Worcester.

He died 26th July, 1887, at Kensington, aged 80,

Male, C. F., A.M., Master in King Edward's School, Birmingham;

afterwards Vicar of Cotes Heath, Eccleshall.

PiGOTT, C. F. C, M.A., Curate of Handsworth ; afterwards Rector of

Edgmond, Salop, R.D. and Prebendary of Lichfield.

During the earlier half of my residence at Aldridge, Mr. Pigott

was a frequent visitor, and gave me valuable help parochially, and

always a kind warmhearted friend. He must be well remembered by

many now alive, who will be interested in reading the following

biographical notice which appeared in the March number of the

Lichfield Diocesan Magazine, 1888, shortly after his death :—

"The diocese has to lament the death of a Clergyman whom we can

ill spare—the Rev. Charles Francis Corbet Pigott, M.A., Rector of

Edgmond, Rural Dean, and Prebendary of Wolvey in the Cathedral.

His father was Rector of the same parish, and in the house where he

was born Mr. Pigott died, aged 67, on the morning of Sunday, January

22nd. He was educated as Shrewsbury School, and at Christ Church,

F
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Oxford, and was ordained in 1840. For eight years he worked in

Handsworth, first as Curate of the Parish Church, and afterwards as

Incumbent of S. Michael's. Subsequently he served two parishes in

Monmouthshire, and in 1865 he succeeded his brother, the Rev. John

Dryden Corbet, now of Sundorne Castle, as Rector of Edgmond. To
that parish he devoted energy and powers far above the average. The

fabric of the Church was put into a thorough slate of repair at a large

cost ; and daily service has been the rule for many years. The parish

schools received constant oversight from the late Rector, who studied

thoroughness rather than variety in the instruction given in them. He
encouraged also among his parishioners allotments of land. Although

a Clergyman and a Parish Priest above all things, he was eminently a

man of the world, and he was practically conversant with the present

difficulties of the farmer. As a link between the Clergy and Laity, Mr.

Pigott stood in a position which few can fill.

He was, moreover, a good and forcible speaker, enunciating his

opinions fearlessly and logically, nay, almost eloquently ; and at Con-

ferences and other meetings he always secured marked attention. Those

who knew him in private life will not soon forget his cheery manner and

hearty laugh, and the zest with which he threw himself into topics of

interest.

Mr. Pigott was a good Classical Scholar, and a volume of sermons

from his pen, published in 1857, makes it a matter of regret that he did

not leave other writings behind him.

He was promoted to the Prebendal Stall of Wolvey by Bishop

Selwyn in 1867, and preached in the Cathedral on the occasion of his

turn, on the 19th Sunday after Trinity, October i6th, 1887.

Such a man leaves a void not easily filled."

It has been decided to erect a reredos in the Parish Church by the

parishioners of Edgmond, as a memorial to their late Rector."

RicKETTS, Martin H., M.A., Vicar of Knighton, Radnorshire, and

Prebendary of Hereford.

Scott, William Henry, M.A., Fell, of Brasenose Coll., Oxford, and

Vicar of Great Barr. He died in 1857,

See Notes and Coliecfiotis, part I., pp. 54, 55.

Sheldon, John, M.A., Vicar of S. James's, Handsworth.

Smith, I. Gregory, M.A., Fell, of Brasenose Coll., Oxford, and Rector

of Tedstone Delamere, Herefordshire ; now Vicar of Great Malvern,

R.D. ; H^jn. Canon of Worcester; and Examining Chaplain to the

Bishop of S, David's.
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ScRiVEN, Charles, M.A., Curate of Spernall, Warwickshire ; afterwards

Rector of Trentishoe and Martlnhoe, N. Devon.

SocKETT, Francis P., A.M., the first Incumbent of S. James's, West

Bromwich, which he resigned in 1869, having being appointed to

the Rectory of Wingerworth in Derbyshire. He died in 1878.

Smallpiece, John, A.M., Vice-President of Bishop Otter's Coll.,

Chichester ; now Lecturer at S. Bees' Coll.

Stevenson, T. B., A.M., Assistant Master in King Edward's School,

Birmingham.

Stonev, R. B., A.M., Rector of S. John's, Wednesbury.

Sandford, G. W., M.A., Assistant Curate of Malvern ; now Rector of

Stubton, Newark.

Seddon, Wm. H., M.A., Vicar of Little Aston ; now Vicar of Painswick,

Gloucestershire.

TwiGG, Richard, Vicar of S. James's, Wednesbury.

Mr. Twigg's name will be long remembered in connection with

S. James' Church, Wednesbury, as a very zealous, hard working, and

successful Parish Priest, where he lived and ministered in an atmosphere

neither pleasant nor healthy, for 26 years. He was curate under Mr.

Cole, the first incumbent, for three years, and then his successor, being

instituted on 15th December, 1856. His parishioners were mostly of the

artisan class, by whom he was regarded with affectionate respect, and

over whom he had great influence for good. He was instrumental in

recovering to the Church many who had wandered from her fold.

S. James' Church was one of the few in this part of the Diocese in which

Daily Prayer was said, and the Fasts and Festivals of the Church duly

observed, so long as 40 years ago. He died on the 15th of May, 1879,

3gs<^ 53- His burial, of which an interesting description was given in

the local papers, was a very remarkable scene, and attended by a vast

concourse of people, whose behaviour testified to their keen sense of the

.
loss which they had sustained in the removal of one whom they had found

to be so faithful a Parish Priest, and so kind and sympathising a friend.

S. James' Church is a plain structure, with no claim to correctness

from an architectural point of view, being built before the revival of

better taste in Church building. The chancel was begun in his life-time,

but not then completed. An apse was added to it in memory of his

wife, who pre-deceased him. This left the East end, especially as seen

from the outside, in a somewhat unsightly condition, and at Mr. Twigg's

death, the memorial took the form of completion, the clerestory being

added, and the roof raised to the same pitch as the apse, at a cost of

about £,\ 100. The Church has now a very correct and beautiful addition



to it at the eastern end ; the apse being a memorial to Mrs. Twigg, the

finished chancel to Mr. Twigg, and the chancel aisle or chapel to the

late patron, Colonel J. N. Bagnali, whose name it is a duty to record

as an earnest loyal English Churchman, a liberal giver to whatever

could promote the efficiency of the Church, and mindful of the spiritual

welfare of those with whom he and other members of the family of

Bagnali were connected as employers and workmen in years gone by.

It would be well if it were always so.

Whitelegge, William, M.A., Incumbent of S. George's, Hulme,

Manchester, R.D. and Hon. Canon ; afterwards Vicar of Farnsfield,

Notts. He preached one of the special sermons at the time of the

re-opening of the Church in 1853.

WooDHOUSE, George W., M.A., Vicar of Allbrighton, Salop.

In 1854 he preached at our first Anniversary Festival after the

restoration of the Church.

Walton, C. B., Lichfield Theo. Coll.

He was a native of. Lichfield, and at one time organist and choir-

master of Aldridge Church, taking good interest in his work. Having a

strong desire to take Holy Orders, he became a Student of Lichfield

Theological College, and was ordained Deacon as Assistant Curate of

S. Mary's, Stafford, by Bishop Lonsdale, and Priest in 1865. He became

successively Vicar of Pelsall and of Brownhills. He died at Brownhills

in 1885, and was buried at S. Chad's, Lichfield. In memory of him a

stone pulpit has been placed in the Church, and bears the following

inscription :
—"Given by many and sincere friends, in loving memory

of Cierlans Bailey Walton, the devoted and faithful Vicar of this Parish

from March 5th, 1879, to May 23rd, 1885." He died on May 23rd,

1885, aged 47.

Wall, Richard, A.M., Head Master of Brewood Grammar School

;

now Vicar of S. James's, Hill Top, West Bromwich.

WiLLETT, Frederic, A.M., Vicar of West Bromwich.

Wilkinson, F., A.M., H.M. Inspector of Schools.

Wrottesley, E. J., M.A., Vicar of Brewood, R.D.

Wykes, W. M., Lichfield Theo. Coll., Curate of S. Paul's, Walsall.

Wilson, John P., D.D., Vicar of Moxley.

Vaux, G. B., M.A., Curate of S. James's, Wednesbury ; now Vicar of

Christ Church, Wolverhampton.

ViNTER, R. K., A.M., Second Master of Walsall Grammar School, and

Curate of S. Paul's ; now Vicar of Kimbolton.
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JnventoiT of Cbuixb eoo&s in tbc sijtb i^ear of Ikino

B&war5 vj. [1552=31.

The occasion on which the Inventory was made is thus set forth in

Fuller's "Church History," book vij., § ii :

—

" Lately information was given to the King's Council tliat much costly

furniture, which was embezzled, might very seasonably (such as the King's

present occasions) and profitably be recovered ; for private men's halls

were hung with altar cloths, their tables and beds covered with copes

instead of carpets and coverlets. Many drank at their daily meals in chalices,

and no wonder if, in proportion, it came to the share of their horses to

be watered in rich coffins of marble ; and as if the first laying of hands

upon them were sufficient title unto them, seizing on them was generally

the price they had paid for them. Now, although four years were
elapsed since the destruction of Colleges and Chantries, and much of the best

Church ornaments was transported beyond the seas, yet the Privy Council
thought, that this very gleaning in the stubble would richly be worth the while,

and that on strict inquisition they should retrieve much plate in specie, and
more money for moderate fines of offenders herein. Besides, whereas Parish

Churches had many rich ornaments left in the custody of their Wardens, they

resolved to convert what was superfluous or superstitious to the King's use. To
which purpose Commissions were issued out, to select some persons in every

county."

The Commissioners appointed for the County of Stafford, to enquire

what Church Furniture, or plate, or ornaments, had escaped the destruction of

the Chantries by King Henry viij., or had fallen into private hands, were
Walter Viscount Hereford, Lord Ferrers of Chartley, Sir Thomas (HfTard,

Sir Thomas Fitzherbert, Sir Edward Ashton, Edward Lyttleton, and Walter
Wrottesley, Esq., all men of note in the County, the names of most of them
occurring in the list of High Sheriffs. Whatever was, in their opinions,

"superfluous or superstitious," was to be taken away and converted to the

King's use. These Commissioners were invested with the fullest powers to

search, in order to ascertain the exact amount of all manner of goods, plate,

jewels, bells, and ornaments as yet remaining, or otherwise forthcoming, and
belonging to any Churches, Chapels, Fraternities or Guilds, and also of such

articles as had been carried away or otherwise embezzled. They were to make
duplicate inventories in every case, one copy to be returned to the Privy

Council, and the other to be left with those to whom charge of the goods was
entrusted. In each Parish Church or Chapel of common resort, they were to

leave one, two, or more chalices or cups, according to the multitude of the

people in every such Church or Chapel, and also such other ornaments as by
their discretion should seem requisite for the Divine Service in every such place

for the time.

" Li pursuance of these instructions," says Fuller, "the King's

Commissioners, in their respective counties, recovered much, and discovered

more of church wealth and ornaments." They seem, however, to have been

baffled in their endeavours in many cases. Many persons carefully concealed

what they had stolen. In Fuller's quaint words, "everyone who had nimmed



a church bell did not ring it out for all to hear the sound thereof. Many potent

persons, well-known to have such goods, shutifled it out with their greatness,

mutually connived at by their equals, fellow-offenders in the same kind.

However, the Commissioners regained more than they expected, considering

the distance of time, and the cold scent they followed so many years after the

dissolution. This plate and other utensils were sold, and advanced much
money to the Exchequer."

Among the Records, in the custody of the Master of the Rolls,

deposited in the Public Record Office, London, this Inventory is

preserved, and the following is a copy of the entry relating to

Aldridge :

—

ALDRYCHE AND BARRE.

" Fyrste, one chales of silver with a paten, one crosse of copper, one

cope of bleu damask, ij. shutes of vestments, the one of chamblet, the other of

whyte, one blake vestment, iij. bells, one sanctus bell and one hand bell, ij.

altar clothes, one surples, and at the Barre one lyttyll bell, a sanctus bell, and

a hande bell.*

M".—That from the Barre there was one bell stolne by whome the

kno not.

M".— Delivered l)y the right honorable Walter \'iscounte Hereforde,

Lord Ferrers of Chartley, Thomas Fitzherbert, Knight, and Eduarde Littleton,

Esquire Comissioners for Churche Goodes within the Counti of Stafford, to

Henry Wiganne and Thomas Stone, Churchwardens there, on chales of silver

with a patent, ij. linen clothes for the Holli Communion Table, a surples for

the Curat, iij. belles and a sanctus bell in the stepull there, a littell bell, and a

sanctus bell in Barre chapell, safeli to be kept untill the Kinges Majesties

pleasure be therein furder known. In witness whereof, as well we the sayd

Churchwardens, as the sayd Commissioners to these presents interchaungeabli

have putte our handes the xiiijth of May, anno regni regis Edwardi sexti

septimo."

* By ancient usage the ordinary dress of the Clergy of the English Church in

public ministrations was the cope worn over the albe (a close fitting surplice), and,

when celebrating Holy Communion, a chasuble. The cope is in shape something like

a cloak, fastening by a buckle over the chest. The chasuble or vestment, which is

of very high antiquity, is an oval dress, put over the head, and hanging down in long

points both before and behind. The cope and chasuble were often richly ornamented.

The sanctus bell was used to call attention to the more solemn parts of the service, as

at the saying of the words, " Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God of Hosts," and at

the act of consecration of the bread and wine by the Priest. The hand bell, or

visiting bell, was used in the Visitation of the Sick by the Priest, and in the

Communion of the Sick. ChatnbLt, or camlet, was a kind of stufit, originally made of

camel's hair and silk ; now of wool and silk. For a full description of the dress of the

Clergy of the English Church before the Reformation, see " A Manual for the Study

of Momtineiital Brasses," published by the Oxford Architectural Society Oxford :

Parker, 1848, and ''Popular Tracts jllusfratiiig the Prayer Book of the Church of

England;" No. 2, " The Dress of the Clergy." Exeter: Holden, 1845.
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It will be observed that they took away the Cross, the emblem of

our Salvation, doubtless accounting the same " superstitious," for the

value could not be much, and they also took a^way the cope, and " the

vestments," ?>., the chasuble, the dress usually worn by the Priest at

celebration of Holy Communion.

What other Church ornaments there may have been at Aldridge

previously, we do not know. Chantries had been abolished in 1543,

and Churches already plundered by Henry VHI. and Edward VI., and

there was not much of any value for the Commissioners to set their

hands upon. It is clear that they left as little as possible of what was

absolutely necessary for the use of the Priest in Divine Service. King

Edward VI. died in 1553, in the sixteenth year of his age, and the accession

of Queen Mary to the throne stopped any further plunder of this kind.

" How much further this dissipation of Church property would have

been carried had Edward continued longer to fill the throne, it is

impossible to tell. Certain it is, that it received a check from the

restoration of the Roman Catholic religion under Mary, and amongst

the mysterious ways in which Providence works out its own ends, that

otherwise fatal reign might be the appointed barrier for securing a

reasonable provision still for the Church of England, and thereby an

efficient, because an intelligent and independent clergy."—See Blunt's

History of the Reformation, 28th edit., p. 245. London : 1872.

The late Rev. E. J. Edwards, of Trentham, and Prebendary of

Lichfield, the originator and for many years editor of the " Diocesan

Church Calendar," printed in a supplement to the Calendar for 1863

{Annals of the Diocese of Lic/ifield, past and presefit, vol. 4), this

Inventory of Church goods, so far as relates to the Archdeaconry

of Stafford, copied from the original Report of the Commissioners, and

never before printed.
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ZTbe Bells.

The inscription on the five Bells in the Tower of Aldridge Church,

is as follows :

—

1. Peace and a good neighbourhood. 1738.

2. Ab. Rudhal, of Gloster, cast us all. 1738.

3. George Simcox, Churchwarden. 1738.

4. The Rev. Mr. John Dolman, Rector. 1738.

5. I to the Church the living call, and to the Grave do summon

all. 1738.

Rules for the Ringers.

The belfry is a part of the Church, and consecrated to Almighty

God. Therefore it is to be kept holy ; there is to be no eating and

drinking there
;
jesting or idle talking are unseemly.*

I.—The Ringers are appointed by the Rector and Churchwardens, and

hold their office during good conduct.

II.—No person, except the Ringers and other officers of the Church,

is permitted at any time to enter the Belfry, without the leave

of the Rector or Churchwardens.

III.—No person, except the Ringers, is permitted at any time to sound

any of the Bells, without the special permission of the

Rector.

IV.—All the Ringers shall attend Divine Service regularly, in their own

Parish Church, every Sunday.

V.—If any of the Ringers be absent from the belfry, except from

illness or other urgent cause, on the occasion of ringing a pead

as specified below, he shall foijfeit sixpence each time, the

forfeits to be put into the alms box for the poor.

* Previous to the restoration of the Church in 1852-3 the Bt-lls were rung from a

floor in the tower, above the lower portion which was then used as a Vestry, and as

the Belfry Arch was bricked up, the Ringers were out of sight, shut off from the rest

of the Church. Now the Bells are rung from the ground floor of the tower, which is

separated from the nave by an open screen of stair^d deal ; a far better arrangement.



94

I.—The use of the Bells is confined strictly to Ecclesiastical purposes,

as has always been the intention, i.e , they shall not be rung

for any political or worldly matters, such as elections, etc., nor

upon any occasions except those specified below, without the

previous special consent of the Rector.

II.—The following are the days and times of ringing :

—

(i.) A bell shall be tolled for a quarter of an hour before Morning

and Evening Prayer daily (according to the direction of

the Prayer Book), whenever there is such service.

(ii.) A bell shall be tolled when anyone is passing out of this life,

or immediately after death, for half an hour, according to

the 67th Canon,

(iii.) A bell shall be tolled for half an hour on the day of every

burial, previous to the time of burial, and the bells shall

be rung or chimed, in a steady, grave and solemn peal,

for ten minutes, immediately before and after every burial,

according to the 67th Canon.

N.B.—No distinction to be made between the rich and the poor.

(iv.) The Bells shall be rung in peal every Lord's Day morning,

and again, during the summer, in the evening, and also

on the following occasions :

—

At the opening of Christmas Day.

On New Year's Eve.

On Easter Day, a little before sunrise.

On Ascension Day, at eight o'clock a.m.

(v.) The Bells shall also be tolled and chimed before Morning

and Evening Service, every Lord's Day, as heretofore.

A peal shall be rung on the day of the Coronation of her

Majesty the Queen.

J. Finch Smith, M.A., Rector.

Edward Jackson, I ^, , ,

James Briscoe,
j

Easter, 1850.
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Zbc Bells, Oreat JSarr.

Inscription on the six Bells at Great Barr (S. Margaret's) :

—

1. William Scott. Ed. Arnold, Leicester, fecit., 1796.

2. Edward Dolman Scott. Ed. Arnold, Leicester, fecit., 1796.

3. Mary Scott. Ed. Arnold, Leicester, fecit., 1796.

4. Margaret Scott. Ed. Arnold, Leicester, fecit., 1796.

5. Joseph Scott, Esq. Ed. Arnold, Leicester, fecit., 1796.

6. Mary Whitby. Ed. Arnold, Leicester, fecit., 1796.

These Bells are said in Shaw's History of Staffordshire^ vol. 2

[Aldridge Parish), to be the gift of Mrs. Whitby, who.n I suppose to be

the lady, whose name appears on No. 6, and the mother of Margaret

Scott (No. 4), wife of Joseph Scott, Esq. (No. 5), High Sheriff for the

County in 1799, created a Baronet in i3o6. The other names

represent three children of Joseph and Margaret Scott, No. 2 being

the eldest son, who succeeded to the Baronetcy ; No. i, the second son,

who became Rector of Aldridge, and (No. 3) Mary, their daughter.





THE CHURCHYARD.





99

Ube (Iburcb^al^.

Until the year 1732, when the Burial Ground at Barr Chapel was

consecrated, the inhabitants of the Township or Chapelry of Great

Barr were buried at Aldridge, and a lane which leads from Barr to

Aldridge is still known as " The Dead Man's Lane." The Churchyard

of Aldridge, previously to its first enlargement in 1827, was small for

the population of the parish, and the height to which the soil has been

raised on the south side proves that the same ground must have been

frequently used for interments. This scantiness of room accounts for the

north side having been occupied with graves, for in country parishes

there was a strong prejudice against being buried on the north side of

the Church, on which the sun rarely, if ever shone. It is difficult to

conceive how it was found possible to bury the many hundreds of persons

who died before 1827, with anything like a decent regard for the dead

already resting there.

The enlargement of the Churchyard became a matter of pressing

necessity in the earlier part of the present century, and the Vestry

Minute Book records that several meetings of the Parishioners w^ere

held to consider how it could best be done.

The first meeting was held on i6th March, 1825, when three

resolutions were passed ; the first, authorizing the necessary repairs

to the Church, which appears to have been in a dilapidated state

as regards the roof, the walls, and the windows ; and the second,

nominating the Churchwardens and Mr. Tongue to see Mr. Croxall,

and ascertain whether he would be willing to sell not less than a

quarter of an acre of the field known as the Hall Croft, for an addition

to the Churchyard ; and the third, that the opinion of Dr. Lushington

be had as to the liability of the Township of Great Barr to contribute

towards this expense of enlarging Aldridge Churchyard. I do not find

any record of what Dr. Lushington's opinion was. Doubtless, the

inhabitants of Great Barr found that they could not escape from the

obligation, as Parishioners of Aldridge, to contribute their proper share

of the expenses. On the 15th of May, a joint Committee of Rate-

payers of Aldridge and Barr was appointed to examine the state of the

Church, to agree with competent persons to undertake the repairs, and

to make such rates as might be required for the work necessary to

be done.



The next meeting on the subject of enlarging the Churchyard was

held on the 15th February, 1826, when it was resolved that the proposal

of Mr. Croxall as to the enlargement of the Churchyard, and the

diversion of the road near to Mr. Tongue's premises be accepted, but it

is not stated what that proposal was.

Nothing further appears to have been done until 22nd of November,

1826. At a meeting of the inhabitants it was then resolved that "the

proposition of Edward Croxall, Esq., be approved and adopted forth-

with, which is as follows, that is to say : That the portion of land

required for the enlargement of the Churchyard be given to the Parish

for that purpose, free from all expense and charge, upon these

conditions, viz. : That a new road be made from Mr. Guest's property,

in the occupation of John Clarke,* across the Hall Croft, and through a

piece of land belonging to and in the occupation of Edward Tongue,

Esq. ; also through a garden in the occupation of Moses Jennings, the

property of Edward Tongue, Esq., and further to fence the Hall Croft

the whole distance with a wall the same as at present. Mr. Tongue

agrees, on his part, to fence his own property on each side entirely, the

Parish providing such number of bricks as he may want for that purpose,

he first having used the bricks of the present walls on each side. Mr.

White also engages to fence Mr. Croxall's property contiguous to the

house and buildings now in his occupation,! receiving from the Parish so

many bricks as he may want for that purpose." A Committee was

appointed, consisting of the Churchwarden of Aldridge, the Chapel-

warden of Great Barr, Messrs. John and Thomas Clarke, and Thomas

White, to carry out the preceding resolution.

On the 4th April, 1827, it was ordered that "this Committee use

proper and legal means to borrow a sum of money, not exceeding

jQZ'^o, to defray the cost incurred in carrying out the resolution agreed

to at the meeting of 26th November, 1826; and that the loan be

secured by the Church Rates of the Parish, and be repaid out of the

same by instalments of ;^io per cent, per annum till the said sum with

all interest thereon be repaid."

* This refers to the house now occupied by Mr. Potter.

t Mr. White was tenant of the farm, afterwards occupied for so many years by the

late Mr. Henry Davenhill.



At a meeting of the inhabitants of Aldridge and Great Barr, held

on iilh June, 1827, it was stated that ;^4oo would be required, and

that, in order to save the inhabitants of Aldridge and Great Barr the

expense of a mortgage of the Church Rates for the purpose of raising

this sum, Edward D. Scott, Esq., of Barr Hall, Edward Tongue, Esq.,

the Rev. Wm. Scott, Rector of Aldridge, and the Rev. John Davids, of

Aldridge, had borrowed, at interest, the said sum of ;^4oo from Richard

Caddick, of Lower Stonnall, in the Parish of Shenstone, gent, and for

the repayment of which they were personally responsible, under a penal

sum of ;^8oo, to be void on payment of the said loan of ^400.

Whereupon the owners and occupiers of property in the Parish of

Aldridge, including the Township of Great Barr, signed a promise in

the Vestry Minute Book to repay the said sum of ^400, with interest,

by such rates and at such times as the Rector and Churchwardens

might direct.

There is in this Minute Book, which ends with September, 1829, no

further entry relating to this enlargement of the Churchyard.

There is only one other reference to this subject, and that is in

the Vestry Minute Book, which begins with the year 1840. At a

meeting, held on the 19th of June, 1840, "for the purpose of granting

a Rate to enable the Churchwardens to pay off the share allotted to

this Parish of the Loan borrowed in the year 1827 for the enlargement

of the Churchyard, it was agreed unanimously that the proposal of

Edward Tongue, Esq., to pay ;^4o towards liquidating the share afore-

said be accepted
;

" and that ^60, the residue of the said share of

p^2oo due from this Township be paid out of the Church Rate, now

granted for the ensuing year.

Most likely Mr. Tongue made this liberal offer from a consciousness of

how much his own house, and the Farm adjoining, had been benefitted

by this diversion of the public road required for the enlargement of

the Churchyard ; for it must be remembered that the road previously

passed from the corner near to the gates leading to Mr. Potter's house,

across the present Churchyard, in front of the Tower, and near to the

entrance door of Mr. Tongue's house.

The next enlargement was proposed in 1865, but not effected till

1873. There were many meetings of the Ratepayers on this subject,

and though nearly 800 bodies had been buried in the quarter of an



acre added forty years before, and in the old ground previously over

crowded, an opinion prevailed among some of the Parishioners that

there was plenty of room for some years to come. * It was hoped,

at the first, that an arrangement might have been made for

purchasing some adjoining land for this purpose, but there were

difficulties in the way, and the only available ground was a small

portion of garden near to the Boys' School, which was accordingly

bought from the Trustees of the School, with the sanction of the

Charity Commissioners ; and a Rate of sixpence in the pound was

made to defray the expense. Mr. Croxall had most liberally offered to

give about an acre of ground taken from what is called "The Hall

Croft," on condition that the road was turned, and the ground joined

to the existing Churchyard ; but the Parishioners were unwilling to bear

the expense of doing this. The new Ground was consecrated by

Bishop Selwyn, on the 28th July, 1873.

This small addition was soon filled, and it again became necessary

to provide a new Burial Ground ; but where could the ground be

obained ? The difficulty was happily solved by the offer in 1885 of an

acre of glebe land, near to the Rectory Garden, by the present Patrons

of the Benefice, the Master and Fellows of S. John's College, Cam-

bridge, with the consent of the Rector, " on its being shown to

their satisfaction that a sufficient sum of money had been raised for

providing suitable fences to enclose the land in question." On the

26th of October, 1888, this new ground was consecrated by the Bishop

of Lichfield.

It is an excellent piece of ground for the purpose, and the short

distance from the Church is of small importance.

* The Archdeacon had, two years before, remarked on the overcrowded state of

the Burial Ground, and the necessity for its immediate enlargement.
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/Iftonumental 5nscnptions in the Cbxxvch^av^,

There are no inscriptions on any headstones of earher date than the

beginning of the last century. Those placed afterwards are, for the most

part, inelegant in shape, and more or less objectionable in the words

used, with some exceptions, till we come to about forty years ago. There

is the occasional repetition of doggerel verses, which is to be seen in

almost every village Churchyard, with very little of a Christian character

about them, and words of praise, of which if the departed were

worthy, they were indeed excellent people. What a striking contrast is seen

in the burial places of the dead, between some few words expressive of

Faith, Humility and Hope, and such as refer to the deceased as possessed

in a very high degree of many remarkable virtues ! It looks not a little

presumptuous to bid the reader behold the resting-place of " a perfect

man," or to be assured that his ^^ end was peace" however much we may

be disposed to hope for the best. It is refreshing to turn to the

memorial of a simple child, called away in early life and early piety from

home and school, and to be reminded how all important it is to " keep

innocency and take heed unto the thing that is right, for that shall bring

peace at the last." Monumental inscriptions should be of a devotional

character. They should awaken within us holy and heavenly thoughts,

and quicken us to " run with patience the race which is before us,

looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our Faith." Which is

more likely to have this effect—to read the record that a man was " an

eminent farrier for upwards of sixty years," or see the result of Christian

resignation in the midst of heavy affliction, shown in the quotation of

the Psalmist's words, " I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are right,

and that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me ?
"

The following 'are among the more interesting of the monumental

inscriptions :

—

ON THE EAST SIDE.

The inscription in memory of the Rev. Jas. Lomax, of which a copy is

given in Notes and Collections, part I., p. 58.

Sacred to the memory of Thomas Cook, who died on the loth of May,

184.4, iiged 79 years. [He was Master of the Boys' School and Parish Clerk.

See Notes and Collections, part I., p, 61.]



io6

The following mixture of English and Latin is certainly startling in

its appHcation to the reader, but partakes more of a threatening than

a consolatory character :

—

M.M.S.,

Louisa Isabella Harper,

Nata quani dilecta Philippi G. Harper, Clerici,

Repentina morte obiit, Maii xziv.,

CEtatem vij., ingressa,

A.D., MDCCCXLV.

Reader ! art thou prepared to meet thy God ?

" The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ." Romans vi., 23.

Dost thou repent, believe, love, obey ? If thou dost,

expect life in Heaven. If ihou dost not, and will not,

prepare for the second death.

On a simple cross, near to this :

Ann Brough,

Entered into rest,

1866,

Aged 76 years.

The following is rapidly becoming illegible :

—

In memory of

William Stinton, who died May 27th, 1792.

See Notes and Collections, part I., p. 52.

Sacred

To the memory of

Thomas Latham, Esq., a native

of this Parish, late Captain of the Lewisham
Volunteers, who died April 12th, 1807.

Aged 76 years.

He will'd two guineas a year for ever

to be distributed by the Churchwardens to

twenty poor women of this Parish on

St. Thomas' Day.

He was a kind master and a sincere friend.

See Notes and Collections, part I., p. 53.

Here rest the bodies of George, who died 22nd February, 1863,

aged 8 years, and Mary Ann Harriett, who died 1st March, 1863, aged 5 years,

beloved children of George and Sarah Ann Shelley. ''Suffer little children

to coDie nnto Me, for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. "

There is also an altar tomb, as well as a headstone, to members of the

Mills Family, long resident at Mill Green,
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ON THE SOUTH SIDE.

An altar tomb to the memory of the Father and Mother of John Reddall,

for whom see Notes and Collections, part I., p. 40.

Headstone to the memory of VVilHam and Elizabeth Butler, and several

children. He died 13th February, 1830, aged 44; and his widow on 21st

February, 1857, in the 68th year of her age. [She was for a time, after her

husband's death, mistress of Wheeley's Girls' Charity, and subsequently kept a

private school in the village.]

An altar tomb to the memory of members of the family of Proffitt.

Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Proffitt, died 21st March, 1807, aged 58. Thomas
Proffitt, died 13th January, 1812, aged 69. John Proffitt, died 26th June,

1832, aged 60. Ann, wife of John Proffitt, died 17th May, 1842, aged 65.

Joseph Proffitt, died 23id January, 1831, aged 56; and several children, who
died early in life. There is also a headstone in remembrance of Anne, daughter

of John and Anne Proffitt, who died i8th December, 1864, aged 58.

Headstone in memory of Matthew Shutt, late of Great Barr, second

son of Matthew Shutt (rest illegible).

Headstone to Joseph Homer, died 5th January, 1800, aged 85 ; and

Mary, his wife, who died 7lh December, 1794, aged 76.

A low coped tomb, with this inscription in raised letters: "Mary
Bousquet, aged 84 years. ' Awaiting the appearance 0/ her Lord.^ Died 17th

Octoljer, 1854." See Notes and Collections, part I., pp. 63, 64.

Headstone in affectionate remembrance of Thomas Picken, died 20th

February, 1876, aged 58 ; and Mary, his wife, died nth October, 1883, aged

76. "Looking for that blessed hope, and glorious appearing of the great God

and our Saviour Jesus Christ.
"

An altar tomb to the family of Swift. John Swift, departed this life 14th

February, 1845, aged 88. Sarah Swift, widow of Joseph Swift, died i8th

February, 1839, in the 8ist year of her age. " So teach us to number our days

that loe may apply our hearts unto 7L'isdom." Joseph Swift (the rest illegible).

Elizabeth [Swift], wife of Thomas Clarke, departed this life 4th September,

1847, aged 57.

On another low tomb : In beloved memory of Catherine, second

daughter of Thomas Clarke, who departed this life March 22, 1864. Thomas

Clarke, departed this life 3rd October, 1867. Elizabeth Bird Clarke, eldest

daughter of Thomas Clarke, died 26th December, 1875. " Until the day

break, and the shadotos fee away."

An altar tomb, sacred to the memory of the Rev. Joseph Shutt, A.M.

(late Curate of Aldridge). He departed this life 20th April, 1836, aged 67,

Ann, his widow, died loth March, 1849.

Near this stone rest the remains of Edward Peter Jackson, who died

20th September, 1869, aged 76 years. '^ The memory of the just is blessed."

Also of Anne, his wife, eldest daughter of the Rev. Joseph Shutt, who died at

Lichfield, 30th December, 1870, aged 82 years. See Notes and Collections,

part I., pp. 70, 71.

A tall white marble monument records the death of Esther, their

daughter, and wife of William Henry Duignan, who died 23rd December,

1848, aged 23 years,
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Headstone to Mark Alexander Roberts, gentleman, who departed this

life on 9th September, 1853, aged 84 ; and Dorothy, his wife, on the 6th of

June, 1852, aged 73. " / believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the life of

the zuorld to co}7ie." See Notes atid Collections, part I., p. 63.

Headstone to William Webster, who departed this life on 21st October,

1855, aged TT, ; and Ann, his wife, 17th October, 1858, aged 76; and their

daughter, Ellen Edge, wife of John Bennett, died 9th April, 1869, aged 47.

A stone cross in affectionate memory of Sidney, wife of Edward Tongue

and daughter of Edward Croxall, Esq., of Shustoke, Warwickshire, who died

15th December, 1869, aged 83 years ; and a smaller stone cross, recording the

death of the infant son of Captain Vincent Tongue, on 3rd of March, 1872.

" Without fault before the throne of God."

On a handsome marble cross, near to the south side of the Church,

is this inscription : In loving memory of Rebecca, the wife of Thomas Marlow,

of Cedar Court, Aldridge, and eldest daughter of C. F. Darwall, of Walsall,

born 29th November, 1832; died 13th March, 1872. '' He giveth his beloved

sleep.''' In loving remembrance of Marian, youngest daughter of C. F. Darwall,

of Walsall, who fell asleep on the 27th May, 1867, in the 21st year of her age.

" In sure and certain hope of ajoyful resurrection." See Notes and Collections,

part I., p. 71.

Sacred to the memory of Thomas Crumpton, who departed this life

28th September, 1842, aged 64 years ; also Mary, his wife, who departed this

life 25th May, 1851, aged 65. " Take ye heed, watch and pray ; for ye know
not when the ti?>ie is,"

Here rest the bodies of William Tookey and Mary, his wife, Sarah, his

daughter, and five children who died in infancy. "And norc, Lord, what is our

hope? tritly our hope is even in Thee." The dates and ages on the headstone

are becoming illegible.

[He was Churchwarden when the south aisle was rebuilt in 1841.]

Here lieth the body of Timothy Wheeley, who departed this life 25th
May, 1751, aged 70. He was a loving husband, and a tender father, a friend

to the poor, and a good neighbour. He was Clark of Barr Chapel 48 years.

[He and his wife were founders of the Charity known as " Wheeley 's

Girls' Charity." See Notes and Collections, part I., p. 21.]

ON THE WEST SIDE.

A small headstone, cruciform, in memory of Jane Smith Smallwood, who
departed this life on the 26th April, 1854, aged 86. Erected by some of her
pupils. See Notes and Collections, part I., p. 34-35.

A handsome headstone of good design in affectionate remembrance of

Frederick John James, died October 13th, 1870, aged 21 years.

[To his memory the window at the western end of the north aisle of the

Church was filled with stained glass, of which the subject is "the raising of the
Widow's Son."]
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Another handsome headstone, of good design, which bears the following

inscription :

—

In memory of Emily, daughter of William and Elizabeth Jones Elliot,

who died 15th December, 1858, aged 7 years. Also Ellen Jannion, their

daughter, who died i6th December, 1858. Also John Henry, their son, who
died 24th December, 1858, aged 6 years. Requiscat in pace.

[These three little children died from diphtheria when the parish was
visited with that fatal epidemic in 1S58-9.]

Another to the memory of Thomas Myring, who died 21st April, 1873,
aged 67 years ; and Maria, his wife, widow of William Nightingale, of Walsall,

who fell asleep 9th August, 1882, aged 68.

In affectionate remembrance of Benjamin Letts, who departed this life

25th January, 1870, aged 69 ; and Elizabeth, his wife, who departed this life

5th February, 1879, aged 74. " Them also which sleep in Jestis will God
bring with Hii/i."

In affectionate remembrance of Thomas Street, who departed this life

22nd February, 1867, aged 26 years. " teach us to number our days, that

tve may apply our hearts unto wisdom.''

In affectionate remembrance of John Rhodes, who departed this life

27th October, 1877, aged 29 years. " He giveth His beloved sleep."

A handsome headstone, of good design, bearing these words :
—

In loving memory of Jabez Cliff, who died 23rd January, 1881, aged

47 years ; and of his sons, Samuel and Arthur George. Samuel died

1st January, 1881, aged 21 years ; Arthur George died nth April, 1881, aged

19 years. " I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in

faithfulness hast afflicted me."

Here also rests the body of Mary Cliff, mother of Jabez Cliff, who died

20th June, 1871, aged 84 years.

[The father and his two sons, one of whom was formerly a chorister in

the Church Choir, were called away within the space of a few weeks, dying of

typhoid fever, though living in the most healthy part of this healthy parish,]

In loving memory of Selina, the beloved wife of Henry Osbourn, who
died 24th April, 1884, aged 46 years. " In God is my salvation, and my glory,

the rock of my strength ; and my refuge is in God."

A tall tombstone to the memory of two wives of Robert Tait, and four

children who died in infancy.

[He was Churchwarden at the restoration of the Church in 1853, and

some years later removed to Cannock, where he died, and was buried at

Aldridge on the 20th August, 1885, aged 74 years.]

Here resteth the body of Samuel Bennett, who departed this life the

19th October, 1848, aged 15 years; also of Benjamin Bennett, who departed

this life 29th December, 1858, in the 13th year of his age. " The grass

ivithereth, theflowerfadeth : but the Word of the Lord endurethfor ever."

Headstone thus inscribed : Here rests the body of John Woodhall, who
departed this life 26th April, 1859, in the 78th year of his age ; also Sarah his

wife, who departed this life loth May, 1866, in the 81st year of her age.
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Headstone : To the memory of Charles Davcnhill, died 20th April,

1 86 1, aged 81 years.

In affectionate remembrance of Nancy, wife of Henry Davenhill, who
died 23rd April, 1871, aged 75 years. She walked innocently, and departed

in peace, verily believing to see her God in the land of the living. Also

William, son of the above, who died i8th November, 1871, aged 33 years.

In memory of Isaac Lea, who died 27th January, 1790, aged 72 ; also

Hannah, his wife, died 12th February, 1790, aged 73. James Lea, son of

Isaac and Hannah Lea, who died 2nd September, 1803, aged 57 ; also James,

son of the above James Lea, 28th December, 18— 4, aged 44. See Notes and
Collections, part I., pp. 61, 62.

In memory of William Tranter, Schoolmaster of this Parish 50 years,

and Clerk 46, who died 30th April, 1773, aged 76 ; Jane, his wife, died iSth

September, 1776, aged 69. See Notes and Collections, part I., p. 50.

IN THE NEW GROUND (Consecrated 28th July, 1873).

Here rests the body of Joseph Wootton, who departed this life 21st

December, 1882, aged 81 years. '' Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall

be comforted.'" Also of Maria, his wife, who departed this life ist November,

1877, aged 71 years. " Blessed are the pnre in heart, for they shall see God"

Here rests the body of Hannah King, who departed this life 25th

December, 1879, aged 39. " The Lord is my refuge, and my God is the

strength of my confidence."

In memory of William McClelland, who died at Forbes, Australia, on
the 6th March, 1863. Here rests the body of his son, William Samuel
McClelland, who died at Aldridge on the 7th March, 1874, aged 22 years.

" Otcr life is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth

azuay.
"

Other headstones in the Churchyard give the deaths of the following

persons :

—

EAST SIDE.

Hall, Benjamin, 3rd June, 1845, aged 67.

Hall, Ann, 27th December, 1830, aged 35.

Dawes, Ann, their daughter, 24th September, i860, aged 36.

Hammond, Edward, 29th December, 1806, aged 46 (partly illegible).

Brown, John, of Stounall, nth August, 1876, aged 74.

Brown, Elizabeth, 19th December, 1851, aged 63.

Corser, Robert, 5th February, 1788, aged 35.

SOUTH SIDE.

Barnett, John, 19th May, 1842, aged 66.

Barnett, Jemima, 23rd March, 1843, ^g^d 59.

Latchford, John, 4lh February, 1777, aged 47.

Malbon, Peter, loth April, 1780, aged 59.

Tandy, Samuel, 25th December, 1859, aged 71.

Tandy, Mary, 19th February, 1858, aged 76.

Tandy, Mary, loth December, 1838, aged 22.
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Taikes, John, 1st May, 1S22, aged 87.

Parkes, Martha, 14th June, 1819, aged 65.

Simkin, William, 23rd March, 1800, aged 84.

Simkin, Elizalieth, 12th May, 1767, aged 50.

Willcox, John, 13th April, 1767, aged 72.

Willcox, Elizabeth, 3rd A 1779, ^gcd (partly illegible).

Smith, Mary Ralph, 14th June, 1782, aged 39 (?).

Challener, William, 20th March, 1789, aged 73.

Slater, William, i6th March, 1857, aged 75.

King, Walter, 4th November, 1865, aged 21.

Prince, William Henry, 31st January, 1855, aged 24.

Prince, William, i6th January, 1865, aged 72.

Prince, Sarah, 15th January, 1865, aged 68.

Prince, Sophia, 8th September, 185 1, aged 18.

Prince, Annie, 9th August, 1874, aged 54.

Roberts, Thomas, 12th May, 1856, aged 23.

Woolner, Robert, i6th August, 1857, aged 77.

Lole, William, 26th January, 1874, aged 84.

Lote, Hannah, 6th November, 1861, aged 68.

Farmer, William, 29th June, 1867, aged 29.

Bunn, William, 6th June, 1873, aged 8^.

Bunn, Elizabeth, 4th December, 1853, aged 50.

Arrowsmith, Thomas, nth December, 1871, aged 53.

Ray, Joseph, 2nd June, 1868, aged 63.

Allen, Anthony, 30th November, 1866, aged 42.

Allen, Daniel, June, 1858, aged— 1 , , iiieeible)
Allen, Harriet, 24th March, 1862, aged /

U^ariiy iiiegioie,.

Lote, William, 20th October, 1825, aged 61.

Lote, Ann, 23rd September, 1854, aged 95.

Roe, William, nth January, 1771, aged 81.

Roe, Phillis, 21st June, 1780, aged 77.

Heath, William, 25th September, 1768, aged 67.

Heath, Ann, 5th Septemljer, 1746, aged 47.

Martin, Samuel, died 24th May, 1851, aged 56.

Martin, Sarah, nth January, 1876, aged 73.

Martin, Alfred, 1st April, 1876, aged 40.

Craddock, Sarah Ann, 27th July, 1862, aged 23.

See JVofes and Collections, part L, p. 69.

Bamford, Agard (of Glascote), 21st October, 1837, aged 47.

Picken, Richard, loth August, 1847, aged 68.

Picken, Charles, 28th April, 1870, aged 63.

Haughton, Gilbert, 9th September, 1853, ^^^'^ 61.

Haughton, Mary, 9th January, 1858, aged 68.

Haughton, Charlotte, 22nd November, 1852, aged 26.

Haughton, William, 3rd June, 1856, aged 25.

Buttevant, Elizabeth, 2nd November, 1852.

Sharp, William, 2nd December, 1859, aged 22.

Smallwood, John (late of the Bowen), loth July, 1824, aged 77.

Smallwood, , 17th January, , aged 70.

Smallwood, Sarah Dodds, 8th April, 1807, aged 29.

Smallwood, Elizabeth (second wife), 3rd October, , aged 80. (Partly

illegible ; this stone is on the ground, close to the South Side of the

Church.)

Gripton, Mary, i6th June, 1740, aged 21.



WEST SIDE.

Davis, Mary, 8th July, 1870, aged 64.

Brindley, Kitty, loth July, 1855, ^ge^l 88.

Brindley, Ann, 6th June, 1859, aged 94.

Pheasant, Edward, ist June, 1854, aged 82.

Pheasant, Catherine, 7th October, 1852, aged 80.

Juxon, Ann, 17th March, 1855, aged 68.

Juxon, Charles, 20th December, 1861, aged 79.

Palmer, Mary, 8th June, i860, aged 76.

Done, John, 24th December, 1852, aged 71.

Done, Mary, 15th November, 1865, aged 79.

Buckland, James (of Walsall, surgeon), 19th May, 1845, aged 31.

Glover, Ann, 1st January, 1850, aged 72.

Birch, John, 28lh October, 1843, ^ged 25.

Arrowsmith, F^lizabeth, 19th October, 1846, aged 52.

Allen, Elizabeth, 3rd November, 1868, aged 44.

NEW GROUND.

Bullock, Benjamin, of South Milford, Yorkshire, 3rd April, 1S81, aged 42.

Bates, William, 12th June, 1879, aged 36.

Burton, George, 9th May, 1879, aged 61.

Late, Maria, 14th June, 1874, aged 69.

Boswell, Bosweli, 8th March, 1874, aged 87.

Boswell, Britannia, 5th December, 1877, aged 56.

Hughes, Clara, 28th February, 1885, aged 39.

It should be known by all persons that no gravestone can be erected in

a Churchyard without the previous approval of the Rector, as regards the

size, design, and inscription. There are in the Vestry of Aldridge Church,

some appropriate designs for headstones and tombs, and the Clergyman

of a Parish will always be glad to give advice in making a good selection.

It may here be remarked that headstones should not be too high, and

that such as are, more or less, in the shape of a cross are most suitable,

and look the best. Nothing is more unsightly than the square-headed

stones and slates of the last century. The inscriptions should be short,

and expressive of Christian humility and faith. If any quotation is

desired, it should be of words from Holy Scripture, carefully selected. The

improvement in this respect has been remarkable during the last half

century. Every public cemetery, as well as churchyard, now exhibits

many monuments of good design, and of a Christian character.

The following remarks on memorials to departed relatives, which

will be at once appropriate, ornamental to the House of God, and

likely to last, appeared in the Aldridge Parochial Record of
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October, 1865. Monuments in a Churchyard often last but some few

years, at the longest, being exposed to injury from the weather and

other causes :

—

"One often sees in Churchyards some monuments, enormous in

size, and frightful in design, with nothing Christian-like about them, which

have been erected at double or treble the cost required to fill a small window
with stained glass, or to purchase some useful ornament for God's House,

bearing an inscription which might record the name of such as have entered

into their rest, and though "lost to sight" are still " to memory dear." It

would not be necessary for this purpose that every window should contain some

Scriptural subject—work of that kind is more or less expensive—but small

windows might be filled with ornamental glass, of geometrical pattern, or other

simple and suitable design, and hpving at the bottom an inscription commemo-
rative of the departed relatives, or a brass plate fixed beneath it for that

purpose, at a cost varying from fifteen to twenty pounds. Probably some of

the great monuments which one sees in Churchyards cost many times

that amount. And again, what is exposed to the action of the weather

requires further expense, from time to time, in painting and repairs,

and fresh cutting of the inscription ; and perhaps, after the lapse of a

few years there is no one left that cares about the dead resting there
;

and so the churchyard monument remains an unsightly object, telling

only one lesson worth learning—how soon earthly objects of interest come to

an end. Whereas what is placed inside a church has a better chance of being

preserved from neglect or decay. And once more, for every monument placed

in a churchyard, or on the walls of the interior of a church, there is a fee due

to the clergyman of the parish varying in amount according to the size ; but for

any memorial which is an ornament to the fabric of the church, such as stained

glass windows, or useful in the celebration of Divine worship, as e.g., a

font, vessels for Holy Communion, a new Bible, or prayer books, kneelings,

and hymn books for the poor, and other suitable offerings which I might men-

tion-there is no fee.

" Let all things be done for the glory of God."

For further information on this subject, see the late J. H. Markland's

instructive and highly interesting Remarks on English Churches and

Sepulchral Monuments. Oxford: Parker, 1843.
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